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Bl andford Birthdays! 
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celebrate. Right, Rita Templeman celebrates her 100th birthday with long-time friend David St. Laurent. Members of the Blandford 
Council on Aging brought birthday Templeman greetings, a cake and flowers. COA Director Margit Mikuski and Chair Judith MacKinnon 


managed the festivities. 


Photos Courtesy of the Blandford Council on Aging 





GATEWAY 


School level funds 
town assessments 


By Shelby Macri and 
Peter Spotts 


After the Gateway 
Regional School Committee 
passed the alternative 
assessment for district 
towns last month, the dis- 
trict committed additional 
funds to level fund all town 
assessments from fiscal 
2021 to fiscal 2022. 

Business and Finance 
Officer Stephanie Fisk 
said the district used about 
$500,000 from the Excess 
and Deficiency Fund to 
help reduce the costs towns 
have to pay this year and 
make assessments under 
the alternative method a 0% 
increase. 

“We were able to 
reduce the assessments for 
next year by increasing the 
use of revenue sources,” 
Fisk said. “The total expen- 
diture budget has not been 


reduced; however, how we 
will fund the budget with 
revenue sources will be 
increased.” 

Fisk added they’re 
planning to replenish the 
account before June 30 so 
next year’s district budget to 
not be affected. 

Originally, the alterna- 
tive assessment proposed 
leveling the percentage of 
town increases to 1.78%, 
rather than the varying 
decreases and increases in 
different towns through the 
statutory assessment. Now 
the alternative assessment 
proposes that each town 
pay the exact same amount 
as the previous year, with 
the extra money being used 
from Excess and Deficiency. 

For example, Blandford 
would’ve had an assessment 
increase of $29,251 under 
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BECKET 


Local resident finds 
peace among plants 


By Shelby Macri 


Sue Conner Szenda is 
creating new ways to remem- 
ber and memorialize those 
who have been lost in two- 
and-a-half acres of old farm- 
land turned into memorial 
gardens. 

Szenda calls them 
serenity gardens as making 
the space and creating her 
own garden has brought her 
serenity. 

“Tt used to be my uncle’s 
farmland that had caught 
fire a number of years ago. I 
went in a year ago with some 
hand clippers, and made a 
space for a garden for my 
friend Gabby,’ Szenda said. 
“During covid, we couldn’t 
have a celebration of her life 
or a funeral with more than 
10 people; I made a garden 
for her.” 

The memorial gardens 
picked up speed during last 


year’s quarantine, as more 
people visited to create their 
gardens. Though created 
during COVID-19, the gar- 
dens aren’t memorializing 
those who passed from the 
virus. Though unfortunate, 
the gardens are dedicated to 
those who passed for other 
reasons like age, diabetes, 
and other ailments. Due to 
the safety precautions and 
limits to gatherings, people 
weren’t able to mourn or 
remember as they usually do, 
creating the appeal for the 
serenity gardens. 

“It just happened, it 
turned into something all on 
its own. It means a lot for 
people to gather and offi- 
cially celebrate life,’ Szenda 
said. “It’s nice to see people 
wanting to be a part of it, it’s 
a nice place to be and relax. 
It’s not a huge park or any- 
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PSC proposal 
passes 3538 to 18/ 


By Peter Spotts 


Town voters have made the future 
official as a new public safety complex 
will be constructed on the Helen E. 
James lot after voting in favor 358 to 
187 on Monday, April 19. 

The ballot vote was the second 
vote needed to approve the project 
after voters at a special town meeting 
on April 3 passed 259 to 48. Over the 
past decade, multiple committees have 
worked on the public safety complex 
to help bring the current proposal onto 
the doorsteps of moving from concept 
to reality. 
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CHESTER 


Laboratory moves 
forward with HCA 


By Peter Spotts 


Canna Testing LLC is work- 
ing toward opening the first marijua- 
na testing laboratory in the western 
part of the state, and signed a Host 
Community Agreement with the 
Selectboard on April 5. 

Director of Operations Nach Davé 
said there’s much more work to do 
as they need to get approval from the 
Cannabis Control Commission while 
assembling the equipment the lab 
will need when it’s built in Charlie’s 


LABORATORY, page 6 


WORTHINGTON 


Budget proposes 
police increase 


By Peter Spotts 


Residents will gather at 9:30 a.m. 
on Saturday, May 1 for Annual Town 
Meeting, which includes a couple large 
increases to the Police Department 
budget. 

The budget proposal includes dou- 
bling Police Chief Robert Reinke’s 
salary from $36,400 to $72,800 and 
the addition of a new additional police 
department wages line for $32,112 for 
a full-time officer. 


BUDGET, page 10 
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Worthington’s Diane Meehan and Sen. John Velis, D-Westfield, share their messages 
for survivors of domestic violence as part of the Southern Hilltowns Domestic Violence 
Task Force’s Hilltown Voice’s campaign to raise awareness to prevent and end domestic 


violence. 


Submitted photos 


Turkey season happening now 


The 2021 spring turkey hunting 
season in Massachusetts is April 26 to 
May 22. 

Hunters are encouraged to buy 
hunting licenses and permits online 
MassWildlife offices are current- 
ly closed, but hunters can purchase 
licenses and permits online through 
MassFishHunt or through any license 
vendor. Minors under 18-years-old can 
also purchase licenses online, click here 
for details. 

Regulation requires that all hunters 
place an official green safety sticker on 
their firearm positioned so it’s visible 
when sighting down the barrel. 

MassWildlife urges all hunters to 
use MassFishHunt to report harvested 
birds online. If they need to report their 
harvest in person, view a map of check 
stations open this spring. 

MassWildlife offers the following 
tips. 

Follow state guidance related to 


COVID-19, social distancing, and travel. 

Always follow the 10 basic rules of 
firearm safety. 

Be completely sure of your target 
and what is beyond it before you shoot. 
Always practice firearm safety. 

Don’t stalk turkey sounds; it could 
be another hunter. Sit or stand and call 
the birds to you. 

Do not wear red, white, blue, or 
black; these colors are associated with 
male turkeys. 

Protect your back. Set up against 
a large tree or rock and make sure your 
view isn’t obstructed. Don’t hide in a 
place with an obstructed view. 

Do not place decoys too close to 
Where you set up. Never carry an 
exposed decoy or tail fan while hunting; 
put them in a bag when carrying them in 
or out of hunting locations. 

Consider wearing hunter orange 
when entering or leaving your hunting 
area. 


COA opens farm share applications 


HUNTINGTON — The Council 
on Aging is once again offering farm 
shares through Community Involved 
in Sustaining Agriculture. The cost is 
just $10 and covers all 10 weeks of the 
program. 


Participants must be Huntington 
residents and 60 years old or older to 
qualify. In addition, they must be able 
to answer yes to at least one of the fol- 


FARM SHARE, page 3 





Valley Press Club extends scholarships 
for journalism students to Friday, May 7 


The Valley Press Club, based in 
Springfield, has extended the deadline 
to May 7 to apply for up to six $1,000 
scholarships to high school seniors in 
Western Massachusetts and Northern 
Connecticut who are interested in pur- 
suing a career in journalism, and has 
extended. 

The Valley Press Club Scholarships, 
funded by contributions and dues to the 
Press Club, are for students planning 
careers in print, online or broadcast jour- 
nalism. 

The Republican Scholarship, funded 
by The Republican, is for students living 
within the newspaper’s circulation area 
who are planning careers in print jour- 
nalism. 

The 22News Scholarship, funded by 
WWLP-22News, is for students planning 
careers in broadcast journalism. 

The Edward J. Malley Jr. Memorial 
Scholarship, established in memory of 
a chief photographer for the Springfield 
Newspapers, is for students planning 
careers in photojournalism. 

The Rhonda Swan Memorial 
Scholarship, established in memory of 
the award-winning journalist, editor and 
author, is for students who are under- 
represented, in the Springfield area, and 
planning careers in journalism. 


The Al Jaffe Scholarship, fund- 
ed by Al Jaffe, the Valley Press Club’s 
first scholarship recipient in 1964, who 
retired in 2015 as vice president of tal- 
ent negotiation and production recruit- 
ment at ESPN, is for students planning 
careers in broadcast journalism or sports 
journalism. 

Primary emphasis is placed on 
career goals, writing ability, scholastic 
aptitude and overall achievement as mea- 
sured by an applicant’s high school tran- 
script, class rank, academic awards, SAT 
scores and extracurricular activities. 

Scholarship applications are avail- 
able at www. ValleyPressClub.com, high 
school guidance offices, or by emailing 
NTassinari@ TheBigE.com Applications 
may be sent by mail to Noreen Tassinari, 
VPC Scholarship Chair, Eastern States 
Exposition, 1305 Memorial Ave., West 
Springfield, MA 01089 or electronically 
to NTassinari@ TheBigE.com. 

The deadline for submissions is May 
7. Over the course of five decades, The 
Valley Press Club has presented over 
$130,000 in scholarships to eligible stu- 
dents. 

The Valley Press Club consists of 
active and retired journalists and public 
relations professionals from corporate 
and nonprofit organizations. 
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Kim Kelliher of the Hilltown Hikers examines part of Unkamit’s Path Section #7, the old 
Indian footpath from Westfield to Lee, during a gps and clean up hike. Please see more 


photos on page 16. 


Submitted photo 
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Board asks representatives to look at vocational school costs 


By Peter Spotts 


HUNTINGTON — Rising school 
budget costs and police reform were the 
major concerns the Selectboard brought 
to Rep. Natalie Blais, D-Sunderland, on 
Wednesday, April 14. 

Chairman Ed Renauld told Blais the 
town had to spend $140,000 out of its 
stabilization account last year to cover 
the increase for the Gateway Regional 
School District assessment. 

“As you know, you take money from 
sources like that to pay for something 
that goes up every year, you’re already up 
to your levy limit, there’s just no way to 
keep that up,” Renauld said. “The local 
school aid is really important. I know the 
school is doing a really good job with its 
budgeting, but [as a] town we just don’t 
have the revenue, the tax base to keep 


up.” 

Selectman Roger Booth added his 
concern with vocational school funding 
due to how expensive it is to send each 
student there. The issue has been com- 
pounded this year as deadlines for choos- 
ing a vocational school were extended, 
so towns are being charged for a stu- 
dent in Gateway for the March | census, 
then having the student choose to go to a 
vocational school, charging the town with 
those costs as well. 

“We’re going to have to pay twice 
for them this year...We’re being charged 
for them living in Huntington for 
Gateway and we’re going to be charged 
for tuition and busing,” Renauld said. 
“Youre talking an extra over $100,000 in 
our budget for Voc.” 


Blais told the board the vocational 
school issues will likely require a long- 
term conversation to fix. With the pas- 
sage of the Student Opportunity Act, she 
said a commission was formed to inves- 
tigate low and declining student enroll- 
ment in districts and the vocational issue 
is something that can be added to the 
commission’s list of concerns to look at. 

“Tm really thrilled to say Sen. Hinds 
will be leading that on the senate side. I 
will be leading it on the house side,” she 
said. “That is certainly something we can 
begin to explore as part of that commis- 
sion.” 

The other school concern is if the 
proposed early retirement package for 
teachers passes as Gateway would have 
quite a few teachers eligible for it and 
Renauld noted, with Worthington leav- 
ing the district, Huntington will bear a 
large portion of the retirement costs of 
the remaining six district towns, if it goes 
through. 

“We have not yet had committee 
meetings to even begin talking about pros 
and cons of the legislation,” Blais said. 
“When that legislation comes up, if there 
are concerns you have, I’d encourage 
you to be in touch with Sen. Hinds and 
myself to detail those concerns.” 

Renauld also brought up police 
reform as yet another unfunded mandate 
from the state, adding additional financial 
burdens to an already stretched budget. 

“This seems like another unfunded 
mandate by the state. It’s going to be 
regular, recurrent training and no money 
to do it,’ Renauld said. “I think that legis- 
lators, you guys need to be mindful when 


COA announces upcoming activities 


HUNTINGTON — The Council on 
Aging 1s offering activities for seniors to 
do at home. Puzzles, craft bags, and exer- 
cise kits will be available for pick up on 
the third Friday of each month at Stanton 
Hall, 26 Russell Road in Huntington, 
from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. during Brown 
Bag distribution. 

Puzzles are isolated for two weeks 
before redistribution. Craft bags will vary 
each month. The exercise kit features an 
exercise DVD, hand weights, and exer- 
cise bands. Please call 413-512-5205 to 
reserve items for pick up. 

Massachusetts Councils on Aging 
encourages all Councils on Aging to 
promote walking for seniors. Physical 
activity improves the overall health and 
well-being of older adults. Even modest 
levels of activity done daily for 30 min- 


utes can prevent or control heart disease, 
diabetes, osteoporosis, colon cancer, and 
weight gain. Walking boosts energy lev- 
els, improves blood circulation, lowers 
blood pressure, combats depression, and 
reduces stress. 

The Council on Aging is sponsoring 
a “Walking Challenge” and all partic- 
ipants will receive a walking journal, 
information on walking groups, and the 
Town walking map. The challenge is 
to determine a weekly personal walking 
goal and track the progress on the walk- 
ing log. At the end of 26 weeks, partic- 
ipants are requested to return the log to 
the Council on Aging in to qualify for a 
chance to win a $50 gift certificate for 
a new pair of shoes. The gift certificate 
drawing will be held in October. Please 
call 413-512-5205 to sign up. 


NORWICH HILL 


The First Congregational Church 
of Huntington reminds everyone even 
though our physical doors are closed 
until further notice, we are most defi- 
nitely open for worship, praise, minis- 
try, and fellowship. We are an Open and 
Affirming Church inviting, welcom- 
ing, and affirming everyone seekers, 
believers, and wonderers alike — on 
their journey of faith, to join in 10 a.m. 
Zoom Sunday worship. 

This Sunday is Good Shepherd 
Sunday. Our readings from | John 3:16- 
19, 23-24 and John 10:11-18 invite us 
to wonder about shepherds and sheep, 
gates and doors, an ethic of love and how 
it plays out in our life and the life of our 
faith community. 


FARM SHARE 


lowing four criteria: they receive SNAP 
benefits (food stamps), Medicaid, SSI, 
AFDC, welfare, or veteran’s aid; they 
participate in the Food Bank’s Brown 
Bag Program; they live alone; and their 
income is below $25,760 or the total 
income of their household is below 





The pastor is always available to 
speak with you. If you do not receive 
our emails and would like to connect 
with our Zoom worship service and/or 
fellowship time, please contact Pastor 
Carol at firstchurchofhuntington @ gmail. 
com to receive the information you will 
need to participate or send us a message 
on Facebook. 

Please use the phone numbers 
and email address provided to stay in 
touch or to contact the pastor. You are 
also invited to find us on Facebook at 
“Norwich Hill” for updates, information, 
and spiritual encouragement. For more 
information, please contact 413-667- 
3935 or 860-798-7771 or firstchurchof- 
huntington @ gmail.com. 


from page 2 


$34,840 (only one share per household). 
The application deadline is June 1. 
There are 18 shares available. If more 
than 18 applications are received, then 
there will be a random drawing to select 
the participants. If interested, please call 
Kathleen Peterson at 413-512-5205. 


you pass this stuff, somebody’s got to 
pay for this stuff,” 

Police Chief Robert Garriepy also 
joined the meeting to voice his concerns 
with the bill. He told Blais he expects 
to lose three of his five officers within 
the first year of its implementation and, 
like other hilltown chiefs, is concerned 
about how departments will be able to 
fill their part-time roster when all offi- 
cers will have training and opportunity to 
pursue full-time positions. He noted how 
the concerns of part-time departments 
weren’t acknowledged until the colleges 
started making noise. 

“This didn’t become an issue with 
reserve officers until the colleges found 
out and the colleges spoke out,’ he said. 
“800 part-time officers in Boston were 
getting eliminated. That’s when peo- 
ple woke up. They didn’t care about the 
Berkshires. They didn’t care about the 
North Shore, South Shore.” 

Garriepy also told Blais he does not 
feel the new training proposed in the bill 
is adequate to meet the training standards 
he was trained to and doesn’t feel having 
80 hours of training be online will pro- 
vide much benefit. 

“My bigger concern is the quality of 
training that this bridge academy is going 
to give us I think is very insufficient to 
the standard of which I was trained. I do 
not think this bridge academy is equiva- 
lent to the training that I went through,” 
Garriepy said. “I don’t think there’s a 
benefit to being online.” 

Lastly, Garriepy criticized the cur- 
rent discussions of putting the Western 
Mass. regional training facility in 





HUNTINGTON — Selectman Ed 
Renauld will be defending his seat 
on the board against challenger Peter 
Campbell, who is running a contest- 
ing write-in campaign for the May 15 
election. The Selectboard term is for 
three years. 

Melissa Reid is running to retain 
her seat on the Board of Health for 
three years unopposed. There is also a 
one-year Board of Health term which 
is vacant. 

Other incumbents running 
unopposed include Town Clerk 
Linda Hamlin for a three-year term, 
Gateway Regional School Committee 
Member David Lubbers for three 
years unopposed, Water and Sewer 
Commission member H. Daniel 
Oliveira for three years unopposed, 
Tree Warden Walter Wittshirk for one 


Look at 


Wilbraham. 

“We keep hearing Wilbraham. That 
is foolish. If you’re in Williamstown and 
you’ve got to go from Williamstown to 
Wilbraham, its an hour and 45 [min- 
utes],” he said. “Whoever thought of that 
needs to be drug tested.” 

“T would agree with you that that is 
foolish,” Blais is said. 

Blais and Hinds have been work- 
ing with Western Mass. delegation to 
discuss the rural communities’ con- 
cerns with Public Safety and Security 
Secretary Thomas Turco and the 
Municipal Police Training Committee 
to get them addressed before its imple- 
mented on July 1. 

“Believe me when I say the Western 
Mass. delegation is really working hard 
to bring these concerns to not only the 
secretary, but also Chief Ferullo of the 
MPTC,” she said. 

“Sen. Hinds has been prioritizing 
this to make it workable for small towns 
because we have heard how challenging 
it will be for small towns financially,” 
added Jon Gould, who represented Hinds 
during the meeting. 

“Chief Ferullo has done an unbe- 
lievable job spearheading this,’ Garriepy 
said. “Those two gentlemen are doing 
an outstanding job. They’re taking no BS 
from anybody.” 

The board also briefly mentioned 
concerns with Route 66. Renauld noted 
it’s deteriorating rapidly, and the town 
doesn’t have the money to fix it. Blais 
said she is working with Hinds to try and 
get MassWorks to come look at the state 
of the road. 


seats still vacant for Saturday, 
May 15 town election ballot 


year unopposed, Moderator George 
Peterson III for one year unop- 
posed, Constable Charles Dazelle for 
three years unopposed, Alphonso P. 
Pettis Fund Trustee Karen Wittshirk 
for three years unopposed, and 
Huntington Library Trustee Karen 
Wittshirk for three years unopposed. 

Incumbents who are running for 
re-election via write-in campaigns 
include Board of Assessors member 
Sue Fopiano and Whiting Street Fund 
Trustee Karon Hathaway for three 
years. Both are unopposed. 

Vacant positions on the ballot 
include one-year terms for the Water 
and Sewer Commission and the 
Gateway Regional School Committee. 
The town asks interested residents to 
please consider running for one of the 
vacant positions. 
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EDITORIAL 





Earth Day and 
Arbor Day: 
Get inspired for the 
environment's sake 


ast week’s annoying snowstorm not- 
withstanding, spring is rounding the 

home stretch to full bloom and many of 
us look forward to spending more time out- 
doors. And right on cue, Earth Day is April 22 
and Arbor Day is April 30. 

It’s as good a time as any to pause and 
reflect on the environment and what each of 
us can do to be good stewards of our Mother 
Earth. Even better than thinking about it is 
doing something to make a difference. There 
are so many things each of us can do that 
helps. Just turning off the lights in unoccupied 
rooms, switching to LED bulbs and fixing 
dripping faucets are simple, positive actions 
we can all do in the name of sustainable liv- 
ing. For those who don’t mind getting down 
and dirty, planting a tree is a gift to the envi- 
ronment that keeps on going (get more infor- 
mation about appropriate trees for our area at 
arborday.org). 

A river clean-up event planned for last 
Saturday was postponed because of the 
nor’easter and has been rescheduled for May 
8. Circle the date and simply show up at 9 
a.m. at Laviolette Field in Three Rivers (for 
more information, contact Sarah Fortune at 
413-626-7084 or sfortune @townofpalmer. 
com). 

Homeowners can take advantage of an 
offer by the The Great American Rain Barrel 
Company to purchase a rain barrel at a whole 
price of $79. This is unquestionably one of the 
best things you can do for the environment 
because rain barrels not only conserve water, 
but also prevent contaminated runoff from 
reaching our rivers and streams. To order, go 
to greatamericanrainbarrel.com/community/ 
and select “Springfield” under community 
programs. 

Want more earth-friendly tips? Consider: 

e Checking thrift shops for things you 
need before purchasing new. 

e When you do buy things, scrutinize 
packaging and try to avoid what can’t be recy- 
cled or isn’t biodegradable. 

e Plant a garden to attract butterflies and 
bees. 

e Compost your food scraps rather than 
throw them in the trash 

e Take reusable bags to the supermarket 

¢ Consider walking or bike riding rather 
than taking the car, when possible. 

¢ Clean up after your dog during walks 
or even in your own yard (again, the runoff 
issue). 

That’s just a small, random sample of the 
many things all of us can do to help protect 
the environment many of us cherish and all 
of us depend on. Showing care and concern 
for the environment shouldn’t be confined 
to Earth Day and Arbor Day. But if you’re 
someone who hasn’t given much thought to 
the environment and what you can do to make 
a difference, there are no better days to start. 





Corrections policy 


If you notice a factual error in our 
pages, please let us know, so that we can 
set the record straight. Email information 
to countryjournal @turley.com, or call us at 
413-283-8393. 

Corrections will be printed in the same 
section where the error originally occurred. 
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Support Greg Harrison for Board of Health 


I am voting for Greg Harrison for 
Board of Health in the Town of Chester 
because he is one of the hardest working 
guys I know, and Greg has volunteered his 
stipend to be put back in the towns coffers 
this past year. What makes him special 
is his giant love of the Town of Chester 
and its people. He puts our needs first in 
his life, second only to his wife Cindy of 
course. 

Greg has served one term on the Board 
of Health and has moved mountains in 
improving our transfer station including 
approval for its DEP permitting status, 


increased efficiency in the traffic flow, low- 
ered trash fees by always making sure we 
have clean loads to the MRF, kept taxpayer 
expenses at a minimum by volunteering his 
own time and materials in making signs, 
performing grounds maintenance, improv- 
ing safety for staff and residents and secu- 
rity. Greg works full time as a bus driver 
and he is also a member of the Chester 
Foundation; please give him your vote for 
Board of Health on May 1. 


Elizabeth Massa 
Chester 


Bylaws need to change for better housing 


We have been residents of Worthington 
for over 40 years. We are now senior citi- 
zens choosing to stay in town. As taxpayers, 
we contribute to our local school, the soon 
to be Council on Aging facility, etc. 

Much attention needs to be addressed 
to the housing situation that many resi- 
dents are facing, including us. Some zoning 
laws need to be updated. Our town needs 
young families to settle, and we need to 
make it welcoming for them to do so. We 
have many situations in town where families 
have accommodated their adult children or 
friends by providing housing for them. This 
should not be thought of as a negative or as 
a punishment. 

Some in town are negative and, because 
of this attitude, will not allow the town to 
grow. The subject of multifamily residences 
on one property, whether living within the 
main residence or detached from the main 


residence, is the issue. Currently under our 
bylaws, it restricts the number to five related 
or not. 

In today’s times, many families are join- 
ing households with multi residences. Let’s 
change the zoning to accommodate them 
and future families. We are not talking about 
developments with 10 or more houses on 
one property. We are talking one plot of land 
with the capability to care for a family or 
friend within the same household or turning 
a detached building into another residence. 

There was a time that is exactly what 
happened; multiple generations under one 
roof or on the same property. Times have 
come full circle. Let’s help this trend, not 
hinder it. Young and old, we need, we want 
both. 


James and Linda Lagoy 
Worthington 


Vote Greg Harrison for Board of Health 


I would like to endorse Greg Harrison 
for Town of Chester Board of Health. He is 
a great help to the Board. He puts in a lot 
of hours a week to the transfer station, well 
above and beyond what is expected of him 
in order to keep it operating properly. Greg 
works well with the other members of the 


Board of Health and after his first full year, 
can accomplish any task put in front of him. 
Please vote for Greg Harrison, Board of 
Health on May 1. 


Nicholas Chiusano 
Chester 


Ricci the right choice for school committee 


I am writing this letter in support of 
the candidacy of Peter Ricci who is running 
for a seat on Worthington’s R. H. Conwell 
Elementary School Committee. Peter has 
been a full-time resident of Worthington 
for the past thirteen years. He and his wife, 
Jaime, have three boys enrolled at R.H. 
Conwell in grades K, three and six. In addi- 
tion, Peter has been an active volunteer at 
the school, giving him a unique perspective 
on the education of the town’s children as 
well as pragmatic insight into our school’s 
needs. 

I believe that Peter has a willingness 


to examine all sides of the issues and listen 
closely to resident’s questions and concerns. 
If elected to the Committee, he will not be 
afraid to express an opposing point of view. 
Peter will make fiscal responsibility a prior- 
ity as well as bring a practical and prudent 
approach to the realities of educating our 
elementary age students. Please join me in 
voting for Peter Ricci for school committee 
member in Worthington’s town elections on 
Saturday, May 1. 


Gail A. Bergeron 
Worthington 
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A lawsuit was filed in federal court 
on behalf of David Flynn. He is the 
father of two Dedham, Massachusetts 
Public School students. Flynn was 
removed from his position as head foot- 
ball coach after exercising his right as 
a citizen to raise concerns about his 
daughter’s seventh grade history class 
curriculum being changed to include 
biased coursework, on politics, race, 
gender equality and diversity (Flynn v. 
Forrest et. al. (No.21-cv-10256). 

The lawsuit was filed in the United 
States District Court for the District of 
Massachusetts, seeks damages against 
the superintendent, high school princi- 
pal and high school athletic director for 
retaliating against Flynn for exercising 
his First Amendment rights. 


By Deborah Daniels 


ast week, the Hilltown Hikers vis- 
ited the historical graves of two 

patriots buried in Blandford. How 
did these two men, who both fought in 
the American Revolution, end up buried 
in Blandford? Giles Tracy born in New 
London, CT in 1758, served as a pri- 
vate in the Connecticut Militia and later 
enlisted as a marine aboard the ship the 
Oliver Cromwell. He was about 17 years 
old. and white. Jethro Jones enlisted in 
the Continental Army in Leicester, MA 
when he was about 41 years old, accord- 
ing to the records at the Massachusetts 
Soldiers and Sailors of the Revolutionary 
War Office. He was Black. Giles Tracy 
was taken prisoner by the British most 
likely when his ship the Oliver Cromwell 
was captured by the British in July of 
1779. Most American prisoners suffered 
at the hands of the British. There was a 
notorious British prison ship, the HMS 
Jersey in New York Harbor that held pris- 
oners in terrible conditions. It was said 
many American prisoners switched sides 
rather than be imprisoned on the Jersey. 
The ship was designed for 400 sailors 
and routinely had over 1,000 prisoners 
on board during the war. Was Giles Tracy 
imprisoned there? Jethro Jones spent 
time in a hospital in Albany in 1778. Was 
he wounded in battle? He survived and 
continued to serve in the army until the 
end of the war. We don’t know exactly 
what happened to these two men as sol- 
diers, but both saw combat firsthand and 
experienced the trauma of war. 

They survived and returned to civil- 
ian life, Giles was in his 20s and Jethro 
was in his middle 40s. Did they cross 
paths during the Revolution as soldiers? 
We don’t know. They did share a bond 
as veterans. Giles went on to become a 
farmer in Blandford and raised six chil- 
dren. Jethro, listed as a toolmaker, went 
on to work as a field hand for Giles, 
according to the Blandford Historical 
Society. He also had a wife and family 
and played the fiddle. Both were believed 
to have been buried near each other in 
the original cemetery. The details of 
these men’s lives have been lost to us. 

What was it like to fight in the 
Revolution? Well to begin with there was 
no army in the beginning. The militia 
were patriots who volunteered to come 
to the defense of the local community. 
These were family men whose main job 
was to run the farm. After the battle of 
Lexington and Concord April 19, 1775, 
George Washington became commander 
of the newly created Continental Army. 
It was clear that he wanted soldiers who 
drilled and practiced battle strategy full 
time. So, to entice men to join the army, 
cash bounties and land warrants were 
offered for a commitment of three years 
of duty, later changed to agree to fight till 


Keep eyes on school curriculums 


The lawsuit details that in 
September 2020, Flynn’s daughter’s 
seventh grade history class, which 
was listed as “World Geography and 
Ancient History 1,” taught issues of 
race, gender, stereotypes, prejudices, 
discrimination, and politics. 

Among the various factors were 
skin color, gender, age, physical appear- 
ance, and attire. “Black,” “aggressive 
body language,” and “wrong neigh- 
borhood” were among the “risk fac- 
tors” purportedly assessed by the per- 
son identified as “White.” “White” and 
“Police officer” were among the “risk 
factors” purportedly assessed by the 
person identified as “Black.” 

Concerned about the change in cur- 
riculum, Flynn and his wife contact- 


ed the history teacher and principal of 
the school, then later Superintendent 
of the schools, and three members of 
the school committee to help resolve 
these issues with the curriculum. In 
October 2020, the Flynn’s removed 
their children from school. The Flynn’s 
list of concerns included actions of the 
Dedham Public Schools administrators 
and teachers. 

In January 2021, Flynn, who had 
been the head football coach at Dedham 
High School since 2011, was called to 
a meeting with the superintendent, the 
principal, and athletic director. At the 
meeting Flynn was handed an email 
that the superintendent had sent to the 
Dedham School committee members 
and informed him that one of the com- 


HILLTOWN HISTORY 
Hilltown Patriots 


The statue of a favohiionaey soldier sits in 
front of the Otis Town Hall. 
Submitted photos by Deborah Daniels 


the end of the war. 

What was your duty? You would 
stand on guard duty or do manual labor 
such as dig vaults (latrines) and build 
breastworks and you drilled daily for 8 
hours marching in formation and prac- 
ticed firing a musket. Your rucksack 
weighed around 45 pounds. You ate once 
a day from a food ration of one pound of 
beef, fish or pork, one pound of bread, 
dried veggies, one pint of milk and one 
quart of beer or cider per day. You were 
given one gill, four ounces, of whiskey 
which you were to put in your canteen 
to sterilize the water! A private earned 
about $6.25 per month. Deductions were 
taken out of this for your uniform and 
gun. Most men who served were between 
the ages of 15 to 30, but you could enlist 
up to the age of 55. 

The American Revolution statistics 
were grim; 8,000 soldiers were killed in 
battle, 25,000 were wounded, and 16,000 
died from starvation and disease during 
the six years of war. Add in the fact that 
the Continental Army was supplemented 
with another 145,000 militia men who 
were not represented in the official count 
of war dead and you can understand how 
difficult it was to staff an army. 

Initially, George Washington did 
not want Black soldiers admitted into 
the Continental Army. There was much 
concern about arming slaves to fight. 
However, when the loyalist Governor of 
Virginia offered freedom to any slave 
who committed to fight for the British, 
Washington quickly accepted Blacks 
into the military. Mind you many Blacks 
had already been fighting for the patriots 
at the start of the war in New England, 
notably Peter Salem and Salem Poor at 
the Battle of Bunker Hill in 1775. 

As the war wore on George 


A watercolor painting by M. Lefferts 
showing the variety of soldiers’ outfits in 
the American Revolution. Online Image 





Washington required that each state com- 
mit to supplying quotas of soldiers. This 
became a hardship for many states. When 
Rhode Island couldn’t raise enough sol- 
diers to enlist, legislators promised free- 
dom to all Black, Indian and mulatto 
men who enlisted. Promptly, 140 men 
signed up and remained as soldiers 
for the duration of the war. They were 
known as the R.I. First Regiment, pre- 
dominantly Black soldiers who inspired 
fear even in the British Hessian merce- 
nary fighters. The state of Virginia sent 
many Black slaves to fight in place of 
white slave owners. This was also done 
by other southern states. It has been esti- 
mated that 10-15% of the Continental 
Army soldiers were Black. 

The British plotted some very dark 
schemes to win the war. They enticed 
slaves to run away and become soldiers 
for the British. They actively recruited 
slaves in the south not just to act as sol- 
diers, but they were trying to reduce the 
skilled labor that supported the American 
economy from the south. Smallpox was a 
disease that was rampant among soldiers. 
The British were known to send infected 
slaves back to the plantations once they 
were infected. The British were immune 
to smallpox due to widespread vaccina- 
tion that had already occurred in Europe. 
George Washington insisted on having 
all entering soldiers vaccinated for small- 
pox in January of 1777. Warfare was not 
limited to just the battlefield. 

The War ended after the battle of 
Yorktown, VA in 1781. The British took 
some 50,000 slaves back to England 
at the end of the War, infuriating the 
American victors. Many of these slaves 
returned to the Caribbean, West Africa, 
and Nova Scotia to live as free men. 
These were the troubled times of war 
both Jethro and Giles were glad to put 
behind them. Is it any wonder they 
turned their eyes to savoring the peace in 


mittee members asked, “what are you 
going to do about this?” At the end of 
the meeting, Flynn was told that they 
“were going in a different direction” 
with the football program. Minutes 
later Flynn was removed as head coach 
because he “expressed significant phil- 
osophical differences with the direc- 
tion, goals and values of the school 
district.” 

This is a warning of what is com- 
ing at us. Parents, be ever diligent of 
what is going on in our schools. Ask 
questions of your kids, teachers, princi- 
pal, and superintendent. Keep informed 
and participate in our schools. 


Ted Cousineau 
Blandford 
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A monument commemorating the Black 
patriots’ contribution to the Revolutionary 
War in Saratoga, NY. Online Image 


Blandford and tilling the land instead of 
burying the dead? 

Be amazed that these states united 
in 1776 and won a war of independence. 
Let’s keep them united. Celebrate your 
patriotism. 

Do you have a memory or historical 
curiosity from the Hilltowns that you’d 
like to share with your neighbors? Send 
your story and photos to countryjour- 
nal @turley.com. 
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ye CANDIDATE'S STATEMENT 3 


Duane C. Pease 


To the residents of Chester, 
my name is Duane C. Pease and I 
am seeking a position on the Board 
of Health. I am currently a Light 
Commissioner for the Chester 
Municipal Electric Light Department, 
am a former selectman for the 
Town, and currently I am the Town 
Administrator for Middlefield. I feel 
my experience in municipal gov- 
ernment makes me qualified for the 
Board of Health. The Board of Health 
will be facing many issues in the 


coming years and will require a fis- 
cally responsible person to fill that 
seat. Environmental issues and regu- 
lations continue to evolve, and many 
are unfunded mandates that require 
local municipalities to expend funds 
that may be difficult to fund. 

I also believe in open govern- 
ment and that all meetings and dis- 
cussions should be done in a public 
forum with an opportunity for resi- 
dents to voice their concerns. 

Please support me in my efforts 
to become a member of the Board of 
Health. 


ye CANDIDATE'S STATEMENT 3 


Greg Harrison 


I am running for my sec- 
ond term on the Chester Board of 
Health. We have made some posi- 
tive strides in town, most important- 
ly the Department of Environmental 
Protection permitting approval at the 
transfer station. I have learned so 
much working in person at the trans- 
fer station, and working my Board of 
Health obligations including respond- 
ing to complaints, health safety, food 
safety, sanitary conditions for our res- 


L ABORAT ORY 


Garage, behind Carm’s Restaurant. 

“There’s a whole long list of things 
the Cannabis Commission asks for in 
support of an endorsement. That’s real- 
ly the next big step that we’re in the 
process of completing,” Davé said. 
“Infrastructure needs to happen in par- 
allel... Things like outfitting the facility 
or at least starting to order the machinery 
that needs to be brought in the facility. 
We don’t want to do nothing. You want 
to start in parallel.” 

Davé said the approval process with 
the CCC doesn’t have a definite time- 
frame, but typically doesn’t take longer 
than six months. However, that could 
always change. 

“They kind of hold all the cards. We 
thank them for a potential timeline, but 
we don’t expect them to be held to those 
timelines,” he said. 

As part of its agreement with the 
Selectboard, Canna Testing LLC will 
be trying to offer as many jobs as it can 
to local residents. Davé said there are 
some positions, like the lab technicians, 
which require certain training, but they’ ll 
be looking for different opportunities to 
get residents involved. He also pointed 


idents and businesses and transfer sta- 
tion efficient operations. I would like 
to see things through to the finish, 
therefore I look forward to any and 
all challenges that lie ahead that can 
better improve the Town of Chester. 

I am proud to live in Chester and 
feel blessed because of the friends 
that my wife Cindy and I have made 
here. I owe Chester that much for 
what we have gained living here. 
Thank you for being such great 
friends and neighbors to us. Keep the 
mask on even when others don’t. 


out the lab will create opportunities for 
other town vendors and workers to get 
involved. 

“The business is going to need peo- 
ple as drivers, as electricians, they’re 
going to need HVAC vendors, they’re 
going to need folks to dispose of the 
laboratory waste,” he said. “I think it’s 
going to create an insular opportunity for 
people in Chester.” 

Davé said the Canna Testing team 
was drawn to Chester for several rea- 
sons. Currently, all three of the testing 
labs in the state are in the eastern part 
of the state. Davé feels Chester is in a 
prime position to become the hub for all 
testing in Western Mass. 

“By putting a lab there, it will hope- 
fully inspire people to start cannabis 
businesses in the western part of the state 
because now they’re not chucking their 
cannabis samples to the east,” he said. 

Davé also said they’re excited by the 
Selectboard’s attitude and progressive 
thought when it comes to improving the 
town. 

“We felt Chester was in a prime 
location and also I feel, having dealt 
with everybody so far, that they’re enthu- 


ye CANDIDATE'S STATEMENT 3% 


Jason Forgue 


My name is Jason Forgue and I 
am running for selectman in the town 
of Chester. For almost a decade now 
I have grown increasingly involved 
in numerous aspects throughout our 
town and our community. As part of 
that involvement, I have learned a 
great deal about the many great attri- 
butes Chester has to offer its citizens, 
as well as several where we come up 
short. I am not a political person, 
nor am I overly politically correct 
on most occasions. My blunt, to-the- 
point nature, and lifelong strug- 
gle with the virtue of patience, has 
unfortunately rubbed some people the 
wrong way along my path. However, 
I believe myself to be a hard-working, 
effective realist that refuses to believe 
the mentality of maintaining the sta- 
tus quo is Chester’s best option. 

Locally, I intend to continue the 
fight for transparency and inclusion 
for all interested citizens as well as 
creating a long-term plan for our 
town to increase our financial stabil- 
ity for generations to come. At the 
state level, I refuse to simply stand 





siastic and thinking about the future 
and want Chester to undergo a level of 
renaissance that we can attract good, eth- 
ical businesses to Chester and allow it to 
grow,’ he said. “It was a good match... 
They have the right spirit and mentality 
to support a business like this.” 

“We’re thrilled to have them 
come to town. We’re excited about this 
business,” Selectboard Chair Barbara 
Huntoon said. “We’re excited for the 
town. We look forward to having them 
be a part of Chester.” 

That feeling extends to the owners 
of Carm’s who they’ll be sharing the 
building with — Erin Patrick and Aaron 
Allen. 

“Obviously, they’ve had a positive 
impact on Chester,’ Davé said. ““They’re 
looking to improve Chester overall in 
terms of revitalization. I think it just 
made sense that we would partner with 
such progressive thinking.” 

The town, as part of the HCA, can 
benefit from the revenues of a marijuana 
business, up to 3%. Davé said Canna 
Testing LLC will be giving the town the 
maximum allowable amount in return. 

“We feel the town took a chance on 


BLANDFORD 


idly by and allow those on Beacon 
Hill to continue to not live up to their 
promises while our citizens are forced 
to make up the difference. While I 
don’t believe in conspiracy theories 
driving every action of our state leg- 
islators, I do think it is time to ramp 
up the calls for accountability and 
recognition. I plan to use my tenacity 
to make sure those calls are heard. 

I believe my combination of 
educational, professional, and phil- 
anthropic attributes make me an 
excellent candidate for selectman. 
My actions benefit all citizens of our 
community, from youths to seniors 
and everyone in between. I have 
always and will continue to show up 
and get involved when and where 
needed. While born and raised in a 
different part of Western Mass., I 
am proud to call Chester home. My 
wife and I have been happily raising 
our four children here, and plan to 
make this our home for life. I humbly 
request your vote for selectman on 
May Ist. I am an open book so please 
contact me anytime at 413-205-6504 
if you have any specific questions or 
concerns. 


from page I 


us and that should be rewarded with the 
maximum limit in terms of what we can 
return back,” Davé said. 

As a laboratory, Davé said the 
town’s traffic patterns won’t be altered as 
it won’t have a stream of customers com- 
ing in the same way a retail establish- 
ment would. They’re under heavy securi- 
ty and must meet state safety regulations. 
He said they also believe the public has 
been receptive to their proposal follow- 
ing a community outreach meeting last 
month. 

“We looked at it from a safety per- 
spective, and I think the town feels pretty 
excited. This really puts Chester on the 
map in a very positive way,” he said. 
“The feedback and feeling I’ve gotten 
is its pretty positive. They want us to be 
very alert about what the residents of the 
town want and are going to be impacted 
by, and I think we have. We’ve been 
pretty transparent.” 

“The big thing was its two vans 
two times a week that bring products 
in for testing and take products back 
out,” said Town Administrator Kathe 
Warden. “There wasn’t going to be a lot 
of traffic.” 





Selectboard requests maintenance reimbursement from DCAMM 


By Mary Kronholm 


BLANDFORD — Select Board 
members approved a request for $1.7 
million reimbursement for maintenance 
on Cobble Mountain Road. 

The three-member board autho- 
rized and signed a letter to Carol 
W. Gladstone, commissioner for the 
Division of Capital Asset Management 
and Maintenance, asking yet again to 
open Cobble Mountain Road as access to 
Granville and beyond. 

The letter is from Town 
Administrator Joshua A. Garcia. He 
opened the letter by stating “With no 
presentation of any evidence to support 
the need to keep the road closed for pub- 
lic use indefinitely, it is unfortunate the 
state will consider keeping a public road 


closed for the interest of a profit gen- 
erating entity that serves no benefit to 
Town residents...we understand since 
DCAMM owns the road, the decision 
stands with you.” 

The profit generating entity referred 
to is Springfield Water and Sewer 
Commission, a quasi-public/private orga- 
nization. 

Research has brought to light the 
information that since the abolishment 
of county government, the town has used 
“taxpayer funds through Chapter 90 to 
maintain the entire road from Route 23 
to the town line.” 

Garcia further explained that since 
the road has been closed, the town has 
only partially maintained it citing inad- 
equate funding to provide effective 
maintenance, therefore, “a considerable 


amount of local appropriation has been 
applied to Cobble Mountain Road in the 
past 19 years to keep up with mainte- 
nance.” 

Since the town now knows that it 
does not own the road Garcia requested 
Cobble Mountain Road ownership be 
given to Blandford from Route 23 to the 
town line in order to appropriately work 
within Chapter 90 requirements. 

He further stated that if DCAMM 
“denies this request” Blandford will no 
longer perform maintenance on a road 
“we do not own” and asked for reim- 
bursement of $1,745,400 for the 19 years 
of roadwork done by the Town. The 
dollar amount includes both Chapter 90 
funds and local appropriation. 

Garcia gave Gladstone an April 30 
deadline after which the Town will “no 





A postcard view of Cobble Mountain. 
Photo by Mary Kronholm 


longer be maintaining the road” and the 
Town will seek an adjustment of Chapter 
90 funding. 

The letter was copied to Sen. Adam 
Hinds, D-Pittsfield, and Rep. Smitty 
Pignatelli, D-Pittsfield, who represent 
Blandford in the state legislature. 
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Open Space Master Plan gathers resident input, review 


By Peter Spotts 


WILLIAMSBURG — The Open 
Space Committee has been working on 
updating the town’s master plan since 
2019 and needs public input and town 
official letters of review to progress to 
the next step. 

The important part of keeping the 
plan updated, which has to be done 
every seven years, is it keeping s the 
town eligible for grant funding, which 
can fund projects the town otherwise 
wouldn’t have the budget for. 

“Letting the plan expire means you 
aren’t eligible for that funding,’ Open 
Space Committee Chair Sally Loomis 
said. “I would draw people’s attention 
to the action plan and the goals because 
those are the element where we really 
focused our energy on the update.” 

The action plan lays out the seven 
goals and objectives for the Open 
Space And Recreation plan including 
promoting the protection and enhance- 
ment of Williamsburg’s natural resourc- 
es, legal protection of Williamsburg’s 
exemplary natural resources and open 
spaces, Sustainable management of 
Williamsburg’s exemplary natural 
resources and open spaces, a range of 


VOTE 


“T think we’re extremely happy 
and relieved to see the second vote 
pass as well and by such a large 
margin once again,” said Owner’s 
Project Manager Steering Committee 
Chairman Jim Ayres. 

The project will move into a more 
detailed design phase with its archi- 
tect and OPM P3 Project Planning 
Professionals, Inc. As part of the pro- 
cess, the Selectboard is looking to 
assemble a new building committee 
to work on the project. Ayres said he 
anticipates it being a mix of current 
OPMSC members and new members. 

“Tt will probably have some over- 
lap from the current OPM but also 
bring in some residents with knowl- 
edge of building and construction,’ he 
said. 

“The board started talking about 
it at their last meeting. They were first 
starting to ask the current committee 
if any were interested in continuing,” 
Town Administrator Charlene Nardi 
said. “I think they’ll be reaching out to 
more people.” 

Nardi added the board hopes to 
have the committee put together by the 
end of May. 

The $5.1 million proposal will 
construct the new safety complex in 
place of the Helen E. James School. It 
was a difficult decision for town offi- 
cials, committee members, and resi- 
dents to decide to take down the his- 
toric building. Nardi said she hopes 
in a few years, once the building is 
complete, any doubts will eb put aside 
once its community impact has been 


recreational opportunities are offered 
to all town residents, keeping resi- 
dents informed and engaged in a range 
of open space needs and issues, future 
investments in open space and recreation 
combating the sources and effects of 
climate change, and collaborating with 
neighboring towns to protect and man- 
age natural resources and recreational 
offerings. 

“I think there’s a real focus, as 
opposed to the last plan, more of a focus 
on climate change resilience overall 
and coordination with the Municipal 
Vulnerability Preparedness work and 
thinking through some of the changes 
and some of the ways open space can 
contribute to climate change resilience,” 
said committee member Markelle Smith. 
“We just have a lot more data now.” 

The full plan will be posted on the 
town website for all residents to review. 
Loomis said the comment period will be 
open for at least three to four weeks. 

“In posting this for public comment, 
any public comments that are made on 
the plan get included in [the package],” 
she said. 

As part of the plan process, the 
committee ran a public survey to see 
what residents were, or weren’t con- 
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realized. 

“T’m just excited to see the town 
make a decision and move forward. It’s 
a big deal,’ she said. In the long run 
I think this will be what’s best for the 
community.” 

Ayres said the project will move 
into the design phase with hopes to be 
ready for bid in late summer. 

“Although, the team right now is 
looking at the bid environment and try- 
ing to figure out the best way to time 
that,’ he said. 

If all goes according to plan, the 
demolition will take place at the end of 
summer, with the possibility for some 
construction before winter with the 
building being finished in 2022. 

“The goal would be to begin the 
demolition process of the current build- 
ing probably in late summer and have 
some of the initial construction in the 
fall,’ Ayres said. “It would be a way 
of getting some of that preliminary 
work done, even if it’s just preparing 
the site.” 

Ayres also added residents should 
know the tax rate impacts of the project 
will not affect this year. Fiscal 2023 or 
fiscal 2024 are the earliest possibilities 
for when the first tax rate increase due 
to the project will be felt. 








cerned about when it comes to open 
space. Loomis presented the results to 
the Selectboard on Thursday, April 8. 

“There’s great support for the Mill 
River Greenway and bicycles in gener- 
al. People are really interested in more 
access to rivers and streams, particularly 
swimming holes,” Loomis said. 

The elements that were rated of 
extreme importance by 230 respondents 
included preserving Burgy’s rural char- 
acter included expanding connections 
and access to off-road trails; and pre- 
serving scenic views, protecting wild- 
life habitats, water quality, forests, and 
farmland. There was very little interest 
expressed in expanding and maintaining 
motorized trials. 

“The reality is a lot of our open 
space in Williamsburg is under private 
ownership,’ Loomis said. “We don’t 
really have any accessible trials in town 
right now so we scoped out what possi- 
bilities might exist.” 

Loomis also gave the board a report 
on protected and Chapter 61 land in 
town. Chairman Bill Sayre is interested 
in if the plan will provide insight on 
how Chapter 61 effects the town’s tax 
revenue. 

“There’s a significant savings cost 


wise n that designation. Does the plan 
address...lack of tax revenue related to 
61A?” he asked. “It’s a question that 
comes up.” 

“Tt does note there’s significant land 
in Chapter 61 and that does offer a cost 
savings to private landowners who put 
their land into chapter,’ Loomis said. “It 
doesn’t analyze that from the perspec- 
tive of the town in terms of tax revenue. 
It doesn’t look at it necessarily through 
that lens.” 

In order to move for approval from 
the state, the plan requires a letter of 
review from the Selectboard, Planning 
Board, and any public comments will 
be submitted with the plan as well. The 
board didn’t have many questions on 
April 8 as they need more time to review 
the full plan, but they praised the hard 
work the committee has put into the 
project the past couple years. 

“T have to commend these folks for 
all the hard work they have done,” said 
Selectman Denise Banister. 

Sayre added, “I think the town is 
very grateful for you and everything 
you've done, so thank you.” 

The plan will be available on the 
Open Space Committee page on the 
town website, burgy.org. 


Wildlife habitat and popular trail 
protected in Williamsburg 


WILLIAMSBURG — Fifty-six 
acres of important wildlife habitat locat- 
ed off South Street in Williamsburg are 
now permanently protected by Hilltown 
Land Trust, through the donation of a 
conservation restriction by property 
owner Sandra Warren and her late hus- 
band Jim Locke. 

The newly conserved land abuts the 
existing Petticoat Hill Reservation, cre- 
ating a continuous block of over 100 
acres of protected habitat, including 
areas identified as BioMap2 Core Habitat 
and Critical Natural Landscape by the 
state Natural Heritage and Endangered 
Species Program. Protecting these areas 
is vital to ensuring lasting biodiversi- 
ty and will offer much needed habitat 
to rare and other native species. The 
property is also near the Unquomonk 
Watershed lands, owned and managed 
by the Williamsburg Water & Sewer 
Commission, and 1,000 acres of land 
recently protected by Hilltown Land 
Trust and other conservation organiza- 
tions as part of the Brewer Brook Forest 
Conservation Project. 

“Many species of wildlife depend on 
uninterrupted corridors of habitat,’ said 
Hilltown Land Trust Executive Director 
Sally Loomis. “Being able to build on 
existing conservation efforts like we have 
here helps maximize the impact of our 
work.” 

In addition to the habitat value of the 
property, the conservation restriction for- 
malizes access to a popular local hiking 


RUSSELL 


trail known as Locke’s Loop. Connecting 
to a network of trails on Petticoat Hill 
Reservation, the public will be able to 
permanently access the property’s trail 
system for hiking, cross-country skiing, 
horseback riding, and other non-motor- 
ized recreational activities. Locke’s Loop 
also provides suitable access for wildlife 
viewing and educational programs on the 
property. 

“The past year has seen a tremen- 
dous increase in the usage of trails in our 
region, and we’re happy that this project 
will keep a local favorite open and acces- 
sible to the public,” said Loomis. 

In 1924 a portion of the origi- 
nal farm property was granted to The 
Trustees — then known as The Trustees 
of Public Reservations — the world’s 
first nonprofit conservation organiza- 
tion dedicated to holding land for public 
use-adding to the recently established 
Petticoat Hill Reservation. Warren’s cur- 
rent gift follows in this long history of 
conservation, a legacy she and her late 
husband Jim Locke took seriously. 

“Jim truly loved this land, and 
enjoyed opening up its trails for public 
use. Knowing that it will be protected 
forever for public access would bring 
him great satisfaction,’ Warren said. “I 
am happy to have worked with Hilltown 
Land Trust to ensure future generations 
will be able to enjoy this beautiful land.” 

People interested in accessing the 
land can visit www.hilltownlandtrust.org 
to download a map and learn more. 





Lunches available at Senior Center 


RUSSELL — Seniors can enjoy 
a delicious fresh cooked meal without 
stepping into the kitchen. Twice each 
week, Highland Valley Elder Services 
delivers freshly made take and eat 
lunches to the Russell Senior Center. 

Distributed at noon on Tuesday 
and Thursday, the meals are specially 
prepared to meet the dietary needs of 
the older members of our community. 
While there is no charge for the meal, a 


$3 donation is suggested. 

To reserve a meal, call the Russell 
COA at 413-862-6217 two days before 
the lunch service day. 

The menu on Tuesday, April 27, 
is vegetable lasagna with primavera 
Italian blend, apple juice, whole wheat 
roll, and birthday cake. The menu on 
Thursday, April 29, is chicken caccia- 
tore, split pea soup, cavatappi noodles, 
rye bread, and chilled peaches. 





Final weekend for Noble View story walk 


RUSSELL — The Hilltown Family 
Center and The Appalachian Mountain 
Club invite families to a story walk at 
Noble View Outdoor Center, located at 
635 South Quarter Road in Russell. 

Pages of “I Went Walking” by Sue 
Williams will adorn the 0.4-mile length 
of Mac Ross Trail which rises to a spec- 
tacular hilltop view. “I Went Walking” 
will remain on the trail for self-guided 
story walks until Monday, April 26. 

Families are invited to come at any 
time, no registration required, during 
daylight hours to walk the trail and read 
the book at their leisure. Please be aware 


that no restroom facilities are available 
at Noble View at this time and this trail 
is not handicapped accessible or suitable 
for strollers. Participants are to adhere 
to all posted AMC and Hilltown Family 
Center COVID-19 protocols including 
wearing a mask and social distancing. 

This story walk was generously 
funded by a Community Development 
Block Grant through the Town of Chester 
and in collaboration with the Hilltown 
Family Center and the volunteers and 
resources of the Appalachian Mountain 
Club. There is no charge to participants 
for this story walk. 
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Pollinator Committee accomplishes mission 


By Shelby Macri 

WESTHAMPTON — The 
Pollinators Committee and the Municipal 
Vulnerability Planning core group met 
with the Selectboard to discuss their 
respective projects on Monday, April 12. 

The Pollinator Committee wants to 
continue as an educational and awareness 
board rather than its current committee 
status, as the guidelines for the committee 
were decided during last Annual Town 
Meeting. 

“The committee has completed what 
was set in front of us, our task was to 
look over this for a year and come back 
with a solution,’ Selectboard member 
Maureen Dempsey said. “We would like 
to continue on an educational basis, I 
know another member wants to host 
walks and inform people on habitats.” 

Dempsey submitted a resolution to 
the Selectboard declaring Westhampton 
to be a pollinator-friendly community. 
This resolution’s purpose is to increase 
pollinator education and to take action to 


MVP listening session meet April 29 


WESTHAMPTON — Residents 
are invited to join a discussion about 
the town’s municipal vulnerability pre- 
paredness on Thursday, April 29, from 
7 to 8 p.m. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and the Governor’s guidelines for dis- 
tancing and gatherings, the meeting 





















Lower Pioneer Valley 


further support the health of pollinators. 
The resolution outlines different reasons 
for the decline of pollinators including 
loss of habitat, impacts of climate change, 
increase in artificial lighting, exposure to 
pesticides and other contaminants, and 
the arrival of non-native parasites and 
pathogens. 

To help the pollinators within town 
the resolution states that bees, butterflies, 
and other pollinators are vital to our eco- 
system, providing essential services for 
crops and contributing to the local agri- 
cultural economy. The resolution states, 
“as a right-to-farm community, our action 
in support of pollinator health concurrent- 
ly supports local farms. In addition, these 
efforts increase community resilience, 
enhance food security and contribute to 
the overall health of the environment.” 

The resolution also outlines a federal 
strategy to promote the health of honey- 
bees and other pollinators, addressing the 
fact that pollinators contribute over 15 
billion dollars in agricultural value to the 
United States each year. The state created 


will be held virtually. Login details for 
the Zoom meeting are available on the 
town website, Westhampton-ma.com. 

The discussion will include an 
overview of the MVP program, cli- 
mate change in Westhampton, town 
strengths and vulnerabilities, priorities, 
and discussions or questions. 
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a Pollinator Protection Plan in 2017 giv- 
ing management practices and actions to 
benefit pollinators. 

By declaring the town of 
Westhampton as a Pollinator-Friendly 
Community, the town is encouraged 
to adopt the policies and practices that 
will support pollinator health, includ- 
ing increasing community education on 
pollinators and their health, following 
pollinator-friendly best practices that are 
outlined in the Massachusetts Pollinator 
Protection Plan, and to expand pollinator 
Habitat on town properties. 

The board discussed the resolu- 
tion and agreed that the committee had 
accomplished its task; in regard to the 
committee continuing as an educational 
and awareness board, there is more to 
come. Chair Phil Dowling told Dempsey 
the committee may have to come up with 
a different name if they were made a 
board. Within a few meetings, the town 
may be looking out for an upgraded ver- 
sion of the Pollinator Committee. 

There will be an MVP listening ses- 


sion on Thursday, April 29, from 7 to 8 
p.m. on Zoom to discuss MVP planning 
grants. Interested residents can find the 
online meeting information on the town 
website. The session will have an MVP 
program overview, the strengths and vul- 
nerabilities in town, climate change in 
town, the priorities of town, and then 
there is a section for discussion and ques- 
tions. 

For those interested in commenting, 
there is a link to an online and regular 
comment form on the meeting informa- 
tion on the town website, westhamp- 
ton-ma.com. The listening session’s agen- 
da is also listed, and people can review 
that document as well. 

Residents are encouraged to keep an 
eye on the town website as more plan- 
ning goes into a scaled down version 
of the usual Memorial Day ceremony. 
Dempsey and Administrative Assistant 
Cheryl Provost discussed securing a guest 
speaker for the event and Emergency 
Management Director Steve Holt is also 
planning something for the event. 


WESTHAMPTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 


WESTHAMPTON The 
Westhampton Public Library is partner- 
ing with Grown in Westhampton and 
local residents to install a pollinator gar- 
den featuring early and late blooming 
plants this spring. 

Planting days will be on Saturday 
May 1, May 15, and May 29 from 10 
a.m. to noon. Bring gardening tools 
and stop by to lend a hand or come 
say hello. This project is being fund- 
ed by American Library Association’s 
Resilient Communities program, The 
Friends of Westhampton Library, and 
Gardener’s Supply Company. All herbs 
and compost will be sourced locally by 
Intervale Farm and Bridgmont Farm 
respectively. 

The library will hold Bike 
Maintenance 101 on Saturday, May 22, 
at 1 p.m. Learn about bikes and its parts 
and get hands-on experience fixing a flat 
tire. The program will review how to 
remove and install bike wheels and tires, 
patching and replacing tubes, and routine 
maintenance. All are welcome to bring 
their own bike, bike pumps, tools, and 
any questions about repair and mainte- 
nance. 

Virtual Book Group will return on 
Tuesday, May 25, at 7 p.m. It meets once 
a month and is open to new members. 
They are currently debating its next book 
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to read. For Zoom login information, 
contact westhampton@cwmars.org. 

The Spring Adult/Teen Craft has two 
kits available including colorful branches 
and accordion butterflies. To request a 
kit, contact mschwelm @cwmars.org. 

Join Mary for outdoor play with 
large scale toys like hula hoops and step- 
pingstones. Connect with other families 
safely and beat the social isolation on 
Tuesdays from 3 to 4:30 p.m. Playgroup 
will be canceled in the case of inclement 
weather. 

Youth Service Librarian Emily 
Wayne hosts online story time on 
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. Contact 
ewayne@cwmars.org for Zoom login 
information and beat social isolation 
with other families. 

Effective April 20, the library will 
have curbside only pickup on Monday 
and Thursday from 2 to 8 p.m. Seniors 
will have browsing hours on Tuesday 
from 9 a.m. to noon with browsing for 
all open from | to 5 p.m. 

Browsing for all will be available 
on Wednesday from 1 to 5 p.m. and 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. 

No appointment is necessary for 
in-person browsing. For more infor- 
mation, visit the Westhampton Public 
Library page on westhampton-ma.com 
or contact 413-527-5386. 
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SIGNING DAY 
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From left; Hampshire Regional seniors Lila Labrie, Maggie Rubeck, and Maddie Pond 
sign acceptance papers to universities under the direction of Morgan Mitchell. All three 
seniors were outstanding in their sports programs at HRHS. 

Submitted photo by Norm Cotnoir 





FUNDS 


the alternative assessment, but it’s now 
a $0 increase. However, under the stat- 
utory method, Blandford can still save 
$148,593 if all six towns do not vote in 
favor of the alternative assessment. 

Middlefield is also facing a 
$111,945 saving sunder the statutory 
method. Under the alternative assess- 
ment, the town would save $8,788 with 
the new level funded assessments. 

Montgomery and Chester both 
face six figure increases under the stat- 
utory method. Montgomery will have 
an increase of $107,037 and Chester 
$106,109 if the alternative assess- 
ment doesn’t pass. Under the previ- 
ous alternative assessment numbers, 
Montgomery had n increase of $17,500 
and Chester increased $27,162 before 
the additional Gateway funds level 
funded the assessments. 

Russell has a projected assessment 
increase of $41,548 under statutory 
and Huntington will have an assess- 
ment decrease of $2,641 under statu- 
tory. Thanks to the level funding of the 
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alternative assessment, Russell will not 
have an increase of $37,297, if it pass- 
es, which was the alternative assess- 
ment amount projected before level 
funding. 

The alternative assessment was 
implemented to eliminate the large 
swings from year to year and spread 
district assessments equally across the 
six towns. Two towns increasing by 
more than $100,000 while two towns 
would save more than $100,000 under 
the statutory method this year is the 
scenario the district is trying to avoid. 

All six towns must approve the 
alternative assessment in order for it 
to pass. If one town does not vote in 
favor, the towns will have to consider 
the statutory assessments. If the town’s 
do not vote a budget during this pro- 
cess, the Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education may come in 
and set a 1/12 budget. 

For more information on the 
Gateway budget and town assessments, 
visit grsd.org. 


Send Us Your Photos! 


T.J. 
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HIGH SCORE 





Hampshire Regional Basketball Coach Don Labrie present senior Maddie Pond with the 
game ball after she scored her 1,000th career point. Known for her three-point shots, Pond 


will be attending Westfield University. 


Submitted photo by Norm Cotnoir 


Senior named NHS semifinalist 


The National Honor Society 
announced that Parker Atkin, a high 
school senior at Gateway Regional High 
School and member of NHS, has been 
selected as an NHS Scholarship semi- 
finalist. Atkin was chosen from near- 
ly 10,000 applicants and will receive a 
$3,200 scholarship toward higher educa- 
tion. 

Since 1946, more than $19 million 
in scholarships have been awarded to 
outstanding NHS senior members to sup- 
port college access and student success. 
The scholarship program is support- 
ed by the parent organization of NHS, 
the National Association of Secondary 
School Principals. 

In the 100 years since NHS was 
founded in 1921, members have been 
making a difference in their schools and 
communities, and the NHS Scholarship 
is NASSP’s way of recognizing the 
most exceptional of these student lead- 
ers. Recipients are chosen based on their 
demonstrated work to support the four 
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pillars of NHS: scholarship, service, 
leadership, and character. 

“Parker exemplifies the four pil- 
lars of NHS, while bringing her own 
creativity to every new challenge,” 
said Gateway Curriculum Coordinator 
Deanna LeBlanc. “Parker’s dedication to 
social justice and inclusion in our school 
and community have made a lasting 
impression on many staff and students 
at Gateway. Congratulations to our NHS 
Scholarship recipient, Parker Atkin!” 

Atkin is currently taking an inde- 
pendent study as a senior, with a goal 
of creating a theme park attraction from 
market research straight through the pro- 
totype and pitching of the concept. She 
has created storyboards, demo mecha- 
nisms, produced lengthy market analysis 
based on detailed research, and is cur- 
rently preparing to pitch the project to a 
panel of adults at Gateway. 

For more information about the 
NHS, the scholarship, and the 2021 
recipients, visit www.nhs.us. 
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an advertisement to a SENIOR ADVISORS 


Because the right place 
means everything 


Serving Western Mass and Surrounding Areas 
OasisSeniorAdvisors.com/WesternMass 


Eric Aasheim 
Certified Senior Advisor (CSA)® 
EAasheim@YourOasisAdvisor.com 


413-351-6577 


greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 


71 King Street 
Northampton, MA 01060 
413-586-1000 ¢ Fax: 413-585-0401 
www.whaleninsurance.com 
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BUDGET 


“We feel the need to make the 
police chief into a full-time position, 
so that’s the increase in his salary. The 
chief is also recommending we hire 
a second full-time officer, so that’s 
why the second line is in there,” said 
Selectboard Chairman Charley Rose. 
“T don’t think we’re going to necessar- 
ily recommend or not recommend [it]; 
we’ ll leave it to the town to decide.” 

This year’s school budget is 
presented in Article 3. Elementary 
Education rose about $63,000 while 
Secondary Education decreased about 
$17,500 for a combined fiscal 2022 
total of $1,211,756.09. This year, 
the town’s vocational costs will be 
$190,817. 

The school is also seeking the 
purchase of 10 60-inch round tables 
funded by $18,051.90 from the 
Conwell Stabilization Fund. The town 
also owes $77,172 to the Gateway 
Regional School District for capital 
and Massachusetts School Building 
Authority payback costs in Article 8. 

The proposed fiscal 2022 budget 
for the town this year has been kept 
to minimal increases across most line 
items, with the largest notable increase 
being Assessor’s Revaluation, which is 
going from $3,900 last year to $19,950 
this year. 

“Assessors every five years do a 
revaluation, so that’s why that’s high- 
er,’ Rose said. 

Capital costs proposed on the 
watrant this year from the General 
Stabilization Fund include $60,000 for 
a new Diamond Heavy Duty Wheel 
Loader Boom Mower; $135,350 
for a new 2021 CAT 930M Loader; 
$119,450 for a new 310SL HL 
Backhoe; $3,500 to contract services 
to paint the front of Town Hall; $1,140 
to replace the basement windows and 
chimney cap of Town Hall; $1,710 to 
rebuild and bring up to code the stairs, 
handrail, and platform at the Transfer 
Station; $9,500 to hire the Collins 
Center to provide an Elected Officials 
Compensation Study and an Employee 
Handbook; $10,000 to establish a 
reserve fund for unforeseen or extraor- 
dinary expenditures; $451,937 will be 
added to stabilization from Free Cash. 

‘“He’s wanted the over the guard 
rail mower and it got defeated last 
year,’ Rose said. “Since last year, he’s 
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made this arrangement with the town 
of Chesterfield to share a mower and 
this mower will mount on the front of 
the loader...The plan would be we’d 
have the same loader as Chesterfield, 
and share the one mower between us.” 

Article 28 asks the town to 
approve $233,607 from Chapter 90 for 
road construction and maintenance. 

Article 31 asks the town to impose 
a local sales tax of 3% on the sale of 
recreational marijuana originating 
within the Town by a vendor. This 
includes he sale of recreational mari- 
juana, marijuana products, and mari- 
juana edibles and would take effect on 
the first day of the calendar quarter at 
least 30 days after the vote at Annual 
Town Meeting. 

“Instead of asking for host agree- 
ments, we’ll just charge a sales tax,” 
Rose said. 

Article 34 asks the vote to rescind 
the authorized and unissued debt for 
the purchase of the Moran Property, 
the Highway five-ton Dump truck, 
and the Highway Loader. The three 
items carry a combined debt total of 
$50,500. 

“Tt’s stuff we authorized borrow- 
ing for that we didn’t spend,” Rose 
said. “We just didn’t spend it all and 
it’s pretty normal to authorize more 
than you need.” 

At the end of the warrant is the 
citizen petition submitted to reduce the 
minimum frontage required for a prin- 
cipal building or structure from, 400 
feet to 280 feet. The petition argues 
Worthington’s current bylaws are too 
restrictive and restrict the ability for 
families to develop affordable housing 
in town. 

“The Town of Worthington has 
the highest median house value of any 
surrounding town,” states the petition. 
“Given the lack of affordable hous- 
ing, the proposed By-Law change 
would decrease the required front- 
age, enabling more homes to be built 
using the existing roadways and infra- 
structure of the Town. Decreased lot 
frontage will also provide lower cost 
building lots, making it more feasible 
to construct starter homes for young 
families in the community.” 

A full copy of the 36-article war- 
rant is available on the town website, 
worthington-ma.us. 


ye CANDIDATE'S STATEMENT 3 


Pam Thompson 


When I first ran for school com- 
mittee three years ago, I offered my 
experience of 20+ years as an edu- 
cator — I’ve taught students ranging 
in age from elementary school to the 
adults in the free college program I 
direct in Holyoke and as a parent of 
two Worthington kids, now a recent 
college graduate and college sopho- 
more. 

This time around, I also bring 
the experience of having been on the 
committee for these last three chal- 
lenging years. During the pandemic, 
we were pressed to learn about and 
make decisions that school leaders 
had never had to make before. Our 
little school has weathered these dif- 
ficult times well (those tents!). Our 
in-person outdoor classrooms may 
just be the best place to be a student 
in the Commonwealth this year. 

I suspect anyone who’s ever 
served on a town committee under- 
stands that however personally 
inclined or professionally experi- 
enced you are, there’s still a lot to 
learn about how our systems work. 
I’ve been proud to work alongside 


the dedicated folks in the school and 
on the committee. I’ve learned a lot, 
and would love to build on that foun- 
dation in a new term. 

I bring to the school committee 
the skills and the convictions I’ve 
developed over a lifetime as a writ- 
er and teacher, including an appe- 
tite for listening and for research. In 
my behind-the-scenes work for the 
committee, I write, edit, and read. I 
track state legislation and advocate 
with elected officials for policies that 
benefit our school and students. I 
am always thinking about how peo- 
ple learn, and how we (including the 
youngest among us) might better 
acquire the skills necessary to flour- 
ish and to shape positively the com- 
munities in which we live. My expe- 
riences in a variety of educational 
settings have nourished my passion 
for helping to make the highest qual- 
ity education available for everyone. 

Our public elementary school is 
our hope for the future. I am hum- 
bled to have been given a chance to 
be part of this essential work and 
would be honored to have your sup- 
port to continue to serve our com- 
munity. 








Conwell renovations put on hold 


WORTHINGTON — Following dis- 
appointingly high bids, the Selectboard 
has decided not to pursue contracts 
for needed improvements to the R.H. 
Conwell Elementary School. 

The Selectboard has been working 
for some time on a project to upgrade 
the 1971 addition to the Conwell School. 
This is the portion that contains the gym- 
nasium/cafeteria, the art room, another 
classroom and some hallways connecting 
it to the original school. 

Discussions about a renovation proj- 
ect began after a heating pipe freeze-up 
caused some damage to the art room. In 
the process of doing repairs, and with 
the valuable help of local architect and 
Town Moderator Kevin O’Connor, the 
town determined that the major problem 
was the lack of insulation in the exterior 
envelope of the addition. There is none at 
all in the sloped ceilings and in the gym- 
nasium/cafeteria wall facing the street. 
They also learned that the peeling siding 
was due to no insulation and vapor barri- 
er issues. 

In addition, there is evidence of 
sprinkler system problems that are like- 
ly due to faulty on-site pipe-threading 
work when the system was installed. As 
a result of the above, and with the help 
of a state grant evaluate town infrastruc- 
ture needs obtained in 2019 with Steve 
Kulik’s help, the town hired Laura Fitch, 
an area architect, to develop a plan to 
tackle both issues. 

In early Spring, 2020, as the town 
was preparing to go to bid, COVID-19 
derailed plans to bring a ready to go proj- 
ect proposal to Town Meeting with work 
to be done that Summer. The project was 
then professionally estimated to cost 
approximately $400,000, exclusive of 
architect fees. 

In January, the town was deter- 


mined to put the project out to bid and 
did so on March 3. Due apparently to 
the easing of the covid crisis, pent-up 
construction demand they received only 
one state-mandated sub-bid for sprinkler 
work. That was rejected and re-solicited 
in late March as it was over twice the 
professional cost estimate from a year 
earlier. 

General contractor bids were 
opened on April 14 and the news was 
even worse. Although three bids were 
received, the lowest was $535,000, 
not including sprinkler replacement 
which would have raised the total cost 
to an estimated $585,000.00. It further 
appeared very unlikely the town would 
get any sprinkler sub-bids at all, even 
after directly contacting all state-certi- 
fied sprinkler sub-contractors in the state. 
The most apparent reason for this disap- 
pointing result 1s a combination of pent- 
up public and commercial construction 
demand together with extremely large 
increases in lumber and other construc- 
tion material prices along with supply 
shortages. 

As a result, the Selectboard, after 
consulting with the Finance and School 
Committees last Wednesday, April 14, 
has voted to reject the general bids 
and to cancel the sprinkler re-bid that 
was scheduled for opening April 21. 
The board is now planning to re-exam- 
ine the project scope and the possibil- 
ity of re-bidding and undertaking the 
work either entirely or in stages, start- 
ing next Summer. It is likely no longer 
possible to do any of the project work 
this year which, especially consider- 
ing the unsightly peeling siding, 1s very 
unfortunate. The Selectboard strongly 
believes the project costs obtained to date 
were simply too high to justify seeking 
approval from town voters at this time. 


Potted plants available from COA 


WORTHINGTON — In celebration 
of May Day, the Worthington Council 
on Aging will be distributing curbside 
pickup one four-inch colorful potted 
plant per household, in front of the 
Worthington Congregational Church. 


The giveaway will take place on 
Monday, April 26, from 11 a.m. to 
noon. Please order in advance by call- 
ing 413-238-1999. Supply is limit- 
ed. This event is underwritten by the 
Rolland Fund. 


ye CANDIDATE'S STATEMENT 3 


Deb Clapp 


I am pleased to be a candidate for 
school committee in Worthington. I 
bought a home here three years ago 
and have been living here full time 
for a year. This is a wonderful town, 
and I am so happy to call it home. The 
R.H. Conwell School is a centerpiece 
of community life, and, I believe, 
an important part of what makes 
Worthington so special; serving our 
families with an excellent elementary 
education serves all of us by creating 
educated, informed good citizens. I 
think that a good education is key to so 
many things in life and I am very proud 
to be living in a town that provides our 
children with such an education. 

The school committee is responsi- 
ble to the town for excellent financial, 
personnel and educational stewardship. 
As a new member of the committee 
I would work hard to make sure that 
we accomplish those goals as well as 
to keep the school one in which the 
learning environment is focused on 
the basics but also takes advantage 
of our traditions and our landscape. 
I would work to see that students are 
also offered enrichment activities that 
speak to their individual interests. 
Together we can also work towards 
equity among our students, ensuring 
that each student has the same oppor- 
tunity to succeed in school regardless 
of economic circumstances, learning 
differences, race or gender differenc- 





es. Open communication between 
the school committee and all citizens 
of Worthington is important to me, I 
would work alongside the commit- 
tee and the Principal/Superintendent 
to enhance the work they are already 
doing to ensure clear and consistent 
communication and to balance the 
needs of the entire community with 
those of the school. 

My work experience as a 
non-profit arts administrator and my 
volunteer experience as a board mem- 
ber of several organizations makes me 
a great candidate. I believe my outside 
perspective may bring new solutions 
to ongoing challenges in our school. 
My career has helped me to develop 
skills that I think will be valuable to 
the school committee. As the Executive 
Director of an organization that serves 
more than 300 theatres in Chicago, I 
have successfully managed budgets of 
more than $3 million. I have expe- 
rience in advocacy at the local, state 
and national level. I have been a suc- 
cessful fundraiser for the arts, work- 
ing with foundations, individuals and 
government entities as well as doing 
fundraising events. With several part- 
ners I started a theatre education pro- 
gram in Chicago that currently serves 
more than 1000 students. But most 
of all, I have a passion for education, 
and believe strongly in service to my 
community. I hope you will agree that 
I will be an excellent addition to the 
School Committee. 
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How to help kids make triends at school 


The average student likely spends 
more time at school and participating 
in extracurricular activities with class- 
mates than he or she does at home. In 
close proximity to so many peers, it 
may seem like making friends would 
be a snap. However, some students have 
trouble connecting and can use a little 
push to make friends. 

The family and parenting resource 
Parenting Science notes that research 


guage. Wearing earbuds or exhibiting 
negative body language, such as crossed 
arms or avoiding eye contact, can make 
a person seem less approachable. Smil- 
ing, engaging in conversation and be- 
ing friendly can make it easier to make 
friends. 

e Ask teachers to help. The education 
resource Understood says teachers can 
give children responsibilities, such as 
the opportunity to hand out snacks or 


the body toward the speaker and mak- 
ing relevant verbal responses are some 
active listening strategies that can help 
kids more fully engage with their peers. 
Feeling valued and listened to may 
encourage other children to be more 
friendly and engaging. 

e Ask open questions. The social net- 
working advisement site Young Scot 
suggests having students 
ask open questions, such 


kick-start in-depth conversations. 

e Join a team or club. Students often 
make friends in social or extracurricular 
settings, such as on a sports team. With 
a shared interest, it’s easy to find topics 
to discuss. 

Making friends in school can make 
time spent in the classroom more enjoy- 
able for youngsters. 


— ; ; «« CREATIVE 
indicates that the most popular children papers, which can build confidence and as: “How was your sum- MOVEMENT 
are those who exemplify certain traits. provide opportunities for kids to con- mer?” or “What sports do Bea 
These traits include being caring; a will- | verse with their peers. you like to play?” These Eases! 
ingness to share; a willingness to offer e Help children be active listeners. types of questions can INTENSIVES 
help; and strong verbal skills. Children An active OPEN CLASSES 
. ° DP yn FFF IT TEENS 5 ADULTS 
who embrace these traits may provebet- listener % . Z 
as | 4 Greene Acres Equestrian Center tc. 7 
ter at making friends. Parents may find is some- 7 Z 
_ Z Z 
that youngsters need some encourage. one who 6 SUMMER CAMPS | 
ment to build their social circles, and makes it 7 Z 
. Z 
the following are some ways parentscan clear that 7 July 5-9 ¢ July 26-30 i A), j 
Z 
offer that encouragement. he or she 7 August 2-6 * August 16-20 : j 
. . . 4 Z 
« Encourage kids to seek out some- is paying 7 9am - 3pm (lunch not provided) y 
. ‘ ;: G 
one on their own. It may be challenging attention. j Basic Horse Care, Daily Rati j 
‘ : 7 Z 
to walk up to a group and introduce Making j English & Western, Ages 5 & up j j = 
Z Z 
yourself. Encourage students to seek eye con- 7 Cull Z 
. all to Register (413) 813-9291 j 
out someone who is alone and then tact, ori- 7 53 eed Rasa Aare ciel j Massachusetts Academy of Ballet 
. . : : Z 
strike up a conversation, which can be entin g j Email: Amanda oreeneacres@gmail com j 4 OPEN SQUARE WAY STUDIO 403 HOLYOKE 413 536 6200 
e e e e . ‘ . Z 
less intimidating than ap- EW K—LCOAvCK”W—UCL LLL LL EINE WWW.MASSACADEMYOFBALLET.COM 





proaching a group. Em- 
phasize to kids that oth- 
er students may also be 
a little shy and looking 
to make friends. 

e Practice conversa- 
tion starters at home. 
Children can work with 
their parents to come 
up with topics that can 
help foster communi- 
cation. These can in- 
clude ice breakers and 
common interests, such 
as favorite television 
shows or video games. 

e Teach kids ap- 
proachable body lan- 


Adventures Await You 
This Summer at Bement! 


A Traditional Day Camp Experience for 
Boys and Girls ages 4 to 15 years 
From Bements beautiful campus in Historic Deerfield 


THIS SUMMER, 


YOUR CHILD CAN HAVE FUN 
AND LEARN NEW SKILLS! 





Bement Adventure Camp 
Limited spaces still available in Session I: July 5 - July 16 


SSAT Prep and Robotics 


; ! 
Programs also available! YouTube Content Creators/FX Masters 
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editing, graphics and sound effects skills. 





Please visit our website for 
more information & to register 
www.bement.org/summer 
Questions? 413.774.7061 


PATHFINDER TECH 2021 


SUMMER YOUTH ENRICHMENT PROGRAM 


Register online at: www.PathfinderTlech.org 


@0 @ 
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Beauty Biz Kid Responders VIP 
Entrepreneurs 
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Robotics 
sy hen el A =Ler- Ti) 8) 


sEMENT ] 
es 


Battle Royale: 

WEL Cw ela dalixctroy as (cM dle (stem er-lia(= 
Use 3D game development software to 
design your own! 


ROBLOX Makers 
BUI emo] Dm aaleler-)icw-|alemelastsiksialamclel"is)aluela> 
In your own ROBLOX world. 


Plus... 


Minecraft Redstone Engineers 
AViTel=YomCr-laal-wavaliaarcidiela 
eSports Apprentice 
Code Breakers 

Virtual Reality 
Javascript Developers 


Auto 
Body 


Baking 
FUNdamentals 


of. 
Tale 
much 
more! 
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Summer Fun 
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HANDS-ON FUN FOR STUDENTS ENTERING GRADES 3 THROUGH 8! 
SESSION DATES: "YOUTHCAMP@PATHFINDERTECH. ORG 
WEEK #1 JULY 6-9 =f EIST RATION "MORNING DROP OFF AT 8:00 A.M. 
WEEK #2 JULY 12-16 § “PROGRAMS BEGIN AT 9:00 A.M. 

WEEK #3 JULY 19-23 “AFTERNOON PICK UP 2:45-3:15 P.M. 

WEEK #4 JULY 26-30 DR L 1S “SNACKS AND LUNCHES PROVIDED 
REGULAR PRICE: $250/WEEK (5 DAY) | $200/WEEK (4 DAY) | $800 (ALL FOUR WEEKS) | $675 (FOR THREE WEEKS) 
EARLY BIRD: $225/WEEK (5 DAY) | $180/WEEK (4 DAY) | $750 (ALL FOUR WEEKS) | $600 (FOR THREE WEEKS) 


ONLINE PROGRAMS 
June 6 — August 16 
Ages 8 - 14 


Visit hcc.edu/summer 


HOLYOKE 
COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE 
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reasons why summer camp is a good choice for kids 


ummer vacation offers students a 

respite from lessons and the rou- 

tine of school. Children might 
once have eagerly awaited those final 
days of classes so they could lounge 
poolside, skip rocks across ponds and 
spend the long days of the season play- 
ing with friends. But many of today’s 
youngsters spend much of their sum- 
mer vacations indoors playing with 
their digital devices. 

Perhaps that's why one of the last ves- 
tiges of the classic summer vacation es- 
cape — summer camp — remains such 
a viable option for parents who want 
their children to get outdoors once the 
school year ends. 

Although kids needn't be in camp all 
summer long, a week or two can ben- 
efit campers of all ages. The following 
are five reasons why summer camp 
might be the right fit this year. 

1. Explore talents. Summer camps 
help young people explore their unique 
interests and talents. Under an orga- 
nized, yet often easygoing, camp sched- 
ule, kids can dabble in sports, arts and 
crafts, leadership, community support, 


so 
: 


~~. 
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Belchertown Day School 
presents 


BELCHERTOWN 
SUMMER FUN 


: Children are our top priority! 


and so many other activities that may 
not be fully available to them else- 
where. 

2. Physical activity: Lots of camps 
build their itineraries around physical 
activities that takes place outdoors. 
Campers may spend their time swim- 
ming, running, hiking, playing sports, 
climbing, and so much more. This can 
be a welcome change for kids accus- 
tomed to living sedentary lifestyles. 
Regular physical activity has many 
health benefits and can set a founda- 
tion for healthy habits as an adult. 

3. Gain confidence. Day and sleep- 
away camps offer campers the oppor- 
tunity to get comfortable in their own 
skin. Camps can foster activities in 
self-esteem by removing the academ- 
ic measures of success and fill in with 
noncompetitive opportunities to suc- 
ceed. Campers learn independence, 
decision-making skills and the ability 
to thrive outside of the shadow of their 
parents, siblings or other students. 

4. Try new things. Camp gives chil- 
dren the chance to try new things, 
whether that's learning to cook, explor- 
ing new environments or 
embracing a new sport or 
leisure activity. Opening 
oneself up to new oppor- 
tunities can build charac- 
ter and prove enlightening 
for children. 

5. Make new friends. 
Camp is a great place to 
meet new people and 


NEW, LOWER 
PRICING! 


Bins. sii 


As low as $31.50/day. 


School Age Summer Program for children 
who have completed K-6th grade. 


Summer 


make lifelong friends. Campers flood 
in from areas near and far. This pro- 
vides kids with a chance to expand 
their social circles beyond their imme- 
diate neighborhoods and schools. 
Camps benefit children in a variety 


g Stoneleigh-Burnham School cM 
~e 


of ways. Lessons learned in camp can 
strengthen values, build confidence, 
develop coping mechanisms when ad- 
versity strikes, and enable campers to 
make lifelong friends. 
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Camp Marshall 


Day & Overnight Options for 


Traditional & Horse Camp Ages 7-16 
Cloverbud Day Camp Ages 4-6 e Leadership Programs 
Mini-Camp Program ¢ Fun Theme Weeks 


Join us for a fun, hands-on outdoor summer experience! 
Make friends & memories that last a lifetime! 


Financial Aid Available! Visit us online for Rates, Dates & Registration 
www.CampMarshall.net ¢ 508-885-4891 ¢ 92 McCormick Road, Spencer, MA 01562 


June 21st - August 27th 
Space is Limited 
Reserve your position today! 


Camps 
in Performing Arts, 
Debate & Public Speaking 


For more information, visit 
www.belchertowndayschool.org 
(413) 323-8108 and/or email Heidi@belchertowndayschool.org 
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day & residential options available 
sbschool.org/summer 


> Co-@d © Grades 1-8 
ew s. Tite 28 28 - aauget 


SUMMER GYMNASTICS 


WWW.THOMPSONSGYM.COM 


Space Is 
limited 

so don't 
wait! 


Race into summer at Camp Mac Dure 
/ 


Be part of this year’s camps and discover the true meaning 
of summer...having fun and making friends! 


Camp MacDuffie offers six weeks of exciting camp experiences: 


Week 1: June 28-July2 Week 4: July 19 - 23 
Week 2: July 5-9 Week 5: July 26 - 30 
Week 3: July 12 - 16 Week 6: August 2 - 6 


Camp programs include: 
Arts ¢ Athletics © Coding ® Creative Writing * Dance ¢ Theater ¢ Science ¢ Culinary Arts 


Monday-Friday 9am-3pm ® Area field trips and lunch included 
Additional morning and afternoon hours available 


Register now for summertime fun at summer.macduffie.org 


, The MacDuffie School ¢ 66 School Street ¢ Granby, MA 01033 © 413.255.0000 Ext.110 


p:413-532-0374 e:tgymnastic@aol.com 
200 OLD LYMAN RD., SOUTH HADLEY 
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3 Al's Tire & Auto Repair 


When it comes to tires we do It all, 
from wheelbarrows to big rigs. 


MOST MAJOR TIRE BRANDS AVAILABLE 


Brakes, Shocks, Struts, Front End Repairs & Alignments 
Air Conditioning Service, Check Engine Lights 


918 Southampton Road, Westfield, MA 01085 
Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 


Mike Morin 562-3391 ~ 562-1 704 David Fasser 






































CLUES ACROSS 

1. Ocean surface 
indicator (abbr.) 

4, American time 

7. satisfaction 

8. Diving duck 

10. Very small 
amount 

12. Metrical units 

13. An ignorant or 
foolish person 

14. Sino-Soviet pharmaceutical 
block (abbr.) company 

16. It may sting you +43. Mathematical 

17. Turn outward term 

19. Perform on 44. Expression of 
stage disappointment 

20. “CSI” actor 45. Abba _, Israeli 
George politician 

21. Localities 46. Hide away 

25.Makeachoice 48. Salad restaurant 

26. Indicates 49. Daughters 
position of Boreas 

2/7. One of Thor’s (mythology) 
names 50. Men’s fashion 


29. Indian musical accessory 
rhythmic pattern 51. Political action 

30. “The Raven” committee 
author 52. Unhappy 

31. Take in solid 
food 

32. Legendary QB 

39. Sorrels 

41. Organization of 
nations 

42. Texas 


22. spanish dances 

23. Town in Central 
Italy 

24. Cars need it 

2/7. Mimics 

28. Rocky peak 

29. Cigarette (slang) 

31. One point south 
of due east 

32. soap actress 
Braun 

33. Large 
domesticated 
wild ox 

34. Island nation 

39. Appear 

36. Addictive 
practices 

37. Loss of control 
of one’s body 

38. Type of poster 

39. Greek mountain 

19. Creative 40. Funny person 
endeavor 44, One and only 

20. Icelandic poem 4/7. Pouch 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Make unhappy 

2. Heard the 
confession of 

3. Capital of Taiwan 

4. Fiddler crab 

5. Brazilian dances 

6. Fit with device to 
assist breathing 

8. Brother or sister 

9. Pastries 

11. “Lone Survivor” 
director Peter 

14. Boat type (abbr.) 

15. Apertures 


(biology) 
18. Suffix 
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e Locally Owned & Operated for 50 Years 
) © Oil Customers - 24 Hour Emergency 


service & Automatic Delivery Available 


e New System Installations - 


Mitsubishi Electric Diamond Dealer 


e Heating Oil Plus - Maximize Energy 


Dollars: Keep system running Clean 


79 Union St., Rear 2, Easthampton, MA 01027 
413-527-0194 


Open Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am - 4:00 pm 


_E HEATING INC. 
Generations Since 196 


THIS WEEK'S HOROSCOPES 


ARIES 

Mar 21/Apr 20 

Some things are entire- 
ly out of your control, 
Aries. You may come 
up against some such 
obstacles this week. Fo- 
Cus your energy on the 
things you can control. 


TAURUS 

Apr 21/May 21 

Taurus, if you’re seeking 
new horizons, establish 
a game plan and then 
do your homework. This 
will help determine if it 
is practical to make a 
move. 


GEMINI 

May 22/Jun 21 

Your expressiveness 
and affections are 
drawn out this week. 
It could put you in the 
mood to push some lim- 
its socially or creatively. 
Chances are things will 
work out well. 
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CANCER 

Jun 22/Jul 22 

Cancer, some focus and 
harmony enables you to 
find balance in your per- 
sonal and professional 
relationships. You will 
begin to see eye-to-eye 
with many people. 


LEO 

Jul 23/Aug 23 

It is a good thing to cen- 
ter yourself emotionally 
because many deci- 
sions are heading your 
way, Leo. You may find 
ideas and plans center 
around domestic issues. 


VIRGO 

Aug 24/Sept 22 

You are inclined to seek 
some mental stimula- 
tion this week, Virgo. 
Invest in some puzzles 
or even a recreational 
pursuit such as an es- 
Cape room experience. 


tt felt 
|} fot | pet | 
o} fat | | fel |S 


S 
K 
— 


LIBRA 

Sept 23/0ct 23 

Take a break from over- 
thinking, Libra. Involve 
yourself with pleasur- 
able activities that don’t 
require a lot of fore- 
thought. Others can join 
the fun. 


SCORPIO 

Oct 24/Nov 22 

This is a good week to 
focus attention on your 
personal needs, Scorpio. 
Perhaps you are looking 
for personal fulfillment. 
Try volunteer work. 


SAGITTARIUS 
Nov 23/Dec 21 

Others may be elusive 
this week, Sagittarius. 
Don’t take it as a sign 
of your relationships be- 
ing in need of mending. 
Others are just busy, so 
enjoy the down time. 
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CAPRICORN 
Dec 22/Jan 20 

People may demand 
a little more of your 
time in the days ahead, 
Capricorn. If you are 
not sure you can de- 
vote extra effort, tell 
these people as soon 
as possible. 


AQUARIUS 
Jan 21/Feb 18 
Disagreements can 
arise if others are 
not reading you well, 
Aquarius. Focus your 
efforts on effective 
communication — this 
week to avoid any 
confusion. 


PISCES 

Feb 19/Mar 20 

You don’t need to know 
every detail of an is- 
sue to be able to take 
a side or a_ stance, 
Pisces. Your ability to 
make choices will im- 
prove. 


Fun By The 
Numbers 
Like puzzles? 
Then you'll love 
sudoku. This 
mind-bending 


Here’s How It Works: 

sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle! 


puzzle will have 
you hooked from 
the moment you 
Square off, So 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your Sudoku 
savvy to the test! 
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WESTFIELD NATIONALLY ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS 


AUTO PARTS inc 


im * Complete Auto Machine Shop Service * Engine Rebuilding Of All Kinds 
_ 


Now stocking 
Car Quest 
Filters made 


* Authorized Caterpillar Hydraulic Hose Dealer * Hydraulic Hoses Psd Hier 
malie Oil, 


Call “DALE” 68-12 BIRGE AVE., WESTFIELD i 
Bailing Twine 


Dial 568-8944 o 568-1611 Fax # 568-1554 a Batis 


AUTO PARTS 
& SUPPLIES 
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OTIS 





Register to vote by Wednesday, April 28 


OTIS — The deadline to register 
to vote in the May 18 Annual Town 
meeting and May 25 Town Election is 
Wednesday, April 28. 

Special registration hours will be 
held from 2 to 4 p.m. and 7 to 8 p.m. at 
the Town Hall, 1 North Main Road. 


PLANTS 


thing, just a place to be.” 

After the first garden for her 
friend, Szenda and four or five people 
from town helped to make a garden 
for another resident Andy. From there, 
more people came by to add to the gar- 
den space and find help and healing in 
the surrounding gardens. One woman 
planted a few flowers for a lost son, 
someone planted a hickory tree for their 
brother, a strawberry patch for a loved 
neighbor, and more as people found 
out about the spot. Szenda said there 
are about 32 acres of land, but she only 
cleared two-and-a-half acres to start and 
will see if the interest continues strong 
to warrant expanding. 

The serenity gardens are not an 
official spot, though Szenda and a few 
others helped to create a design from 
rocks of the initials “S.G.” making it 
official to them. Last summer, there 
were many hummingbirds around, lead- 
ing people to put up hummingbird feed- 
ers in a nearby tree, and a bench under 
the tree for people to sit and remember 
or just enjoy the space. Someone donat- 
ed a picnic bench and Szenda’s son 
helped to install a pump in a well on the 
property to help maintain the plants. 

Szenda said although this just hap- 
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MIDDLEFIELD 





each Wednesday at noon. 





BECKET 


pened, she’s planning for the gardens 
to be more organized in the future, like 
cleaning up the land, creating paths for 
people through the gardens, more plots 
for gardens, and more to make the gar- 
dens run appropriately. 

“Right now, it’s just a normal gar- 
den, just something to do and some- 
where to remember and heal. It’s done 
so much for me and my friends and the 
people who come here,’ Szenda said. 
“It was moving just to be a part of it, 
and it’s nice because the people who 
come here a lot upkeep the gardens.” 

She said if something needs to be 
weeded, they weed it; if something 
needs to be to be helped, they help it. 
Currently, people call Szenda and ask 
to plant a garden, she asks that any- 
one interested in creating a garden con- 
tact her first. She tries to visit the gar- 
den as often as she can, but shares that 
Saturdays are her best days, letting peo- 
ple know that she’ll accompany them 
with their garden if needed or wanted. 
Szenda asks that people take care of 
their gardens, but she knows the regu- 
lars will take care of things if they feel 
moved to. 

Szenda said one person planted a 
few fake flowers because they want- 


ed to make a garden but has a “dead 
thumb” when it comes to plants. She 
allows people to be creative in mak- 
ing their garden’s and enjoys the atmo- 
sphere that has been created by the 
community of the gardens. While locat- 
ed in the hilltowns, there’s also peo- 
ple from towns as far as Belchertown 
and Chicopee who’ve come to the join 
the gardens; Szenda shared a story of a 
Springfield family who came out to cre- 
ate a garden together. The gardens are 
for anyone who feels they’d like to cre- 
ate one in order to remember and cele- 
brate the life of someone dear to them. 

“This place is my serenity; 
I enjoy how I feel when I’m there at 
the gardens are with the other people 
who visit. It’s been very healing for 
me in many ways, especially since 
I had recently had a stroke,” Szenda 
said. “I went out to the gardens and 
dug hole, moved rocks, planted things, 
and nobody saw it as me fumbling my 
way about or me getting stronger after 
this, they just saw pretty flowers. From 
there, they jumped in and we did things 
together.” 

Serenity gardens gives visitors 
a chance to talk, share, laugh, and 
remember; but most importantly it is a 


Lunch is served at the Senior 
Center, 169 Skyline Trail, Middlefield, 


A $3 donation is suggested. 
Reservations should be made, and meal 
choice stated, by calling and leaving a 


MIDDLEFIELD SENIOR CENTER 


message at 413-623-9990 the Monday 
before. Pick-up and delivery are avail- 
able. The menu on Wednesday, April 
28, 18 baked pollock with lemon dill, 
Brussel sprouts, rice pilaf, rye bread, 
and fruit crunch bar. 


from page I 


place to be with others, which was heal- 
ing for Szenda and others. She said it’s 
better to feel the feelings than to stuff 
them down, and the gardens are a way 
to heal that is working for many people. 
Though the space has grown quite pop- 
ular she’s just taking things day by day. 

“T didn’t know it’d be like this, I 
was just going to plant a little garden,” 
Szenda said. 

She took a few pictures of the space 
before the garden was planted and has 
thought of getting someone to photo- 
graph the gardens when they’re in full 
bloom to put both sets in an album. 

Szenda is welcoming people to cre- 
ate their own garden, requesting them 
to contact her beforehand and to know 
a few things before coming including to 
bring a walking stick and to be prepared 
that it doesn’t have an official address. 
Szenda will give interested gardeners 
directions and information when they 
call her; she can be reached at 413-454- 
2478 and will return calls as fast as she 
can. 

While people are welcome to plant 
gardens now, Szenda shared that only a 
few things are blooming currently, but 
by the time summer comes more things 
will be open and lively. 


PUBLIC NOTICES 





Town of Williamsburg 
Notice of 
Public Tree Hearing 
Planning Board 
and Tree Warden 
Monday, May 3, 2021 
at 7 p.m. via Zoom. 

Access to the Zoom 
link on the Planning Board 
Agenda www.burgy.org under 
Calendars 

Pursuant to MGL Chapter 
87, section 3, a public hearing 
will be held on Monday, May 
3, 2021 via Zoom to consid- 
er a request to remove the 
trees listed below at 61 Old 
Goshen Road. The trees are 
marked with yellow caution 
tape along with a copy of this 
notice. 

(8) Ash ranging from 
5”-18” DBH 

(3) Oak ranging from 5”-6” 
DBH 

(2) Soft Maple - 6” and 18” 

BH 


(1) Sugar Maple - 13” 
DBH 

(2) Cherry - 7” and 10” 
DBH 
04/22, 04/29/2021 


Town of Blandford, MA 
Planning Board 
NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

Due to the current pan- 
demic caused by covid-19, 
there has been a suspension 
of certain provisions of the 
open meeting law G.L.C. 30A 
18, as well as limitation on 
the size of gatherings. Please 
join the public hearing virtually 
from your computer, tablet, or, 
smartphone. 

- Zoom Meeting Link: 
https://usO2web.zoom. 
us/j/87248407731 

- Meeting ID: 872 4840 
7731 

- Phone Dial In: 1-301- 
715-8592 

In accordance with 
Chapter 40A, Section 9 of the 
Massachusetts General Laws, 
the Blandford Planning Board 
is looking to adopt Rules and 
Regulations governing the 
organization and conduct of 
the Planning Board and the 
governing review and action 
on Site Plan Review, and 
Special Permit Applications. 
These Rules and Regulations 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


Access archives and digital tear sheets by 


newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


TCT) MA TAWANYA ol UL el Cot aveldtet-t-maela(s\'Merelin 


can be accessed on the Town 
of Blandford website or hard 
copies may be obtained in the 
Town Hall. 

Hearing will be sched- 
uled on May 5, 2021 during 
the Planning Board meeting 
scheduled to begin at 6:00pm. 
Agenda for this meeting 
includes the regular meet- 
ing, a hearing on Belle Fleur 
Holdings, LLC, and this hear- 
ing, which will begin immedi- 
ately following the Belle Fleur 
hearing. 

Any person interested or 
wishing to be heard should 
join the virtual meeting as 
outlined above or e-mail the 
chair at: planning @townof- 
blandford.comm. Please sub- 
mit comments, in writing, to 
the Blandford Planning Board 
at 1 Russell Stage Road, 
Blandford, MA 01008. 

Michael Hutchins, 

Chairman 

Blandford Planning Board 
04/22, 04/29/2021 


TOWN OF HUNTINGTON 
PUBLIC SHADE TREE 
HEARING 


Set forth by 
M.G.L. Chapter 87, 
Section 3 Public Shade Tree 
Hearing Wednesday, May 
5, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. on the 
Town Common, 24 Russell 
Road, Huntington, MA and via 
Webex (Call: 1-415-655-0001, 
enter access code: 132 873 
8701#, enter password: #) 
Regarding removal of thir- 
ty-six trees marked with a pur- 
ple dot on their base on Goss 
Hill Road between the inter- 
section of Nagler Cross Road 
and #70 Goss Hill Road for the 
purpose of road construction. 
Walter Wittshirk 
Tree Warden 
04/15, 04/22/2021 


Town of Blandford, MA 
Planning Board 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING 

Due to the current pan- 
demic caused by covid-19, 
there has been a suspension 
of certain provisions of the 
open meeting law G.L.C. 30A 
18, as well as limitation on 
the size of gatherings. Please 
join the public hearing virtually 


Country Journal 


OBITUARY POLICY 





Turley Publications offers two types of 


obituaries. 


One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 


date and place. 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


from your computer, tablet, or, 
smartphone. 

- Zoom Meeting Link: 
https://usO2web.zoom. 
us/j/87248407731 

- Meeting ID: 872 4840 
7731 

* Phone Dial In: 1-301- 
715-8592 

Pursuant to MGL, CH40A 
Sec. 9 the Planning Board will 
hold a Public Hearing at the 
Blandford Town Hall, 1 Russell 
Stage Road, Blandford, MA 
01008 virtually at 6:00pm on 
May 5, 2021. This hearing is 
scheduled under the following 
Zoning By-Laws of the Town 
of Blandford: Section IX — 
Site Plan Review and Special 
Permits and XV - Adult Use 
Marijuana Establishments of 
the Zoning By-Laws of the 
Town of Blandford to con- 
sider the application for a 
request for a Site Plan Review 
and Special Permit for the 
BELLE FLEUR HOLDINGS, 
LLC, Marijuana Cultivation 
Project, located at 138 Otis 
Stage Road, Blandford, MA 
01008. The applicants pro- 
pose to install a marijuana 


SEND US YOUR 
EVENT PHOTOS 


cultivation establishment on 
36.5 acres, that is current- 
ly zoned as Agricultural and 
Undeveloped with proposed 
access from Otis Stage Road. 
The completed applica- 
tion and plans are available 
for public inspection using 
a drop box on the Town of 
Blandford’s website: townof- 
blandford.com or https://www. 
dropbox.com/sh/sy8an1 xesz- 
nixmh/AACp_GKgKHNPp- 
zo90DJUsAlYa?dl=0 You may 
also make an appointment 
to view a hard copy of these 
forms at the Town Hall by 
e-mailing the Planning Board 
Chair at planning @townof- 
blandford.com. Any person 
interested or wishing to be 
heard should join the virtual 
meeting as outlined above or 
e-mail the chair at: planning@ 
townofblandford.com. Please 
submit comments, in writing, 
to the Blandford Planning 
Board at 1 Russell Stage 
Road, Blandford, MA 01008. 
Michael Hutchins, 
Chairman 
Blandford Planning Board 
04/22, 04/29/2021 





Scan QR Code 


As a free service for our readers we accept and will 
print when space allows community event photos and 
announcements. Just scan the QR code above and 
send us your photos and any information. 
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12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX- 
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296- 
4320. 


RETIREE PAYS CASH 
for stamp collections, 
large or small. 

Will evaluate or buy. 
Questions?? 

Ron (413)896-3324 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS: FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


TAG SALE 


RUTLAND, MASS 25TH ANNU- 
AL TOWN WIDE YARD SALE. 
Sat. April 24 - 250+ participants. 
Maps at town lines and on Common 
(Rts 122A and 56) starting at 7:15 AM. 
Rain or Shine. Join the Fun! 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. 
(413)433-2195. 


Call Ken 








WE TAKE IT ALL 


WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call toll free: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$10.00 
Base Price 
$12.00 


Base Price 
$14.00 


Base Price 
$16.00 


Base Price 
$18.00 


Name: 

Address: 

Town: 

Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 

Card #: 


Amount of charge: 


LJ MasterCard 


Base Price 
$10.50 
Base Price 
$12.50 
Base Price 
$14.50 


Base Price 
$16.50 


Base Price 
$18.50 


LI VISA 


_J Discover 


Base Price 
$11.00 


Base Price 
$13.00 


Base Price 
$15.00 


Base Price 
$17.00 


Base Price 
$19.00 





CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE- 
MENT Kitchens, bathrooms, replace- 
ment windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237. 
2250 Mark 


LANDSCAPING 


T & S LANDSCAPING Highest 
quality, lowest price. Serving the Pio- 
neer Valley. Weekly, bi-weekly mow- 
ing, Spring, Fall and Gutter clean-ups. 
(413)330-3917 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


DEADLINES: 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 





HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 
www.orionfarm.net 


COBBLE MOUNTAIN’ LAND- 
SCAPE Looking for a full or part time 
help. Flexible schedule. Good wages 
with some benefits. Experience helpful. 
Own transportation necessary. 413- 
568-3340 


KATIE’S COUNTRY STORE Look- 
ing for seasonal and year round posi- 
tions. Apply in person @ 1922 E. Otis 
Rd., East Otis 413-269-4211. 


ORDER FULFILLER 40hrs/wk at 
AzureGreen.net, Middlefield. Requires 
fast, accurate productivity, teamwork, 
lifting. Contact Tamarin @ AzureGreen. 
com (413) 623-2155 





VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


FOR RENT 


2) 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 








QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


Base Price 
$9.50 
Base Price 
$11.50 
Base Price 
$13.50 
Base Price 
$15.50 
Base Price 
$17.50 


Base Price 
$19.50 


Phone: 
State:_ ss Zip: 
X per week rate = $ 
1 Cash 1 Check# 
Exp. Date CVV 
Date: 


Hilltowns 


Circulation: 11,900 
















First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 

xX Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 
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[*] aa am 
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SANDISFIELD | 


Buy the Hilltowns ZONE for $9.50 for 20 words 
plus 50¢ for each additional word. 

Add $10 for a second Zone or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 


$5.00 


-S 





Includes 
additional words 


$10.00 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


Quabbin 
_t 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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HILLTOWNS 





WORK AND PLAY 





Kim Kelliher, Liz Massa, and Richard Chapman navigate beaver swamp on Tekoa Mountain 
while working on trail cleanup. The Hilltown Hikers thank all volunteers who help work on 
local trails. Submitted photos 





Richard Chapman documents the trip up the trail, which runs 
across Tekoa and Shatterack Mountains in Montgomery 
and Russell. 
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The cleanup crew crosses through beaver swamp. 
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and Russell. 


Community 











Please specify if you would like your name and number printed in the paper. 
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Kim Kelliher and the hikers passed S$. Thorpe and H. 
Bronson Cellar Holes along the trail through Montgomery 


Ss AL FE t ‘Summer Events : 
(IUININeL " ven . Event Should Be Non-Profit .- 
Information & Open tothe Public - 

| wa FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over Hy 

ae 200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley i 

Turley Publications ~ ° 

will print i Event Name __ a ee i 

your summer ¢* 020 ¢J_____ ° 

calendar listings ~ ‘ce.’ ——W ‘ 

FREE OF CHARGE ~ — 

in our e Description s 

SUMMERFEST — a a . 

= Supplement which . ee ee ° 

publishes early June. © ee oe ° 

= es 

) Deadline for submissions : Contact name & phone number for more information : 

is May 4th. ° el 





CLIP OUT AND MAIL TO: 
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 


or email* them to: Jamie@turley.com 
*Be sure to indicate “Summer” in the subject line of your email. 





